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"FROM HILL TO WILKINSON' ...
THE EXPERIMENTAL & EARLY MACHINE POSTMARKS OF ENGLAND .. 1857-1912

SEPTEMBER 1857

ILLUSTRATION OF THE TREADLE-OPERATED
FIRST (MODEL 'A') 'PEARSON HILL®
POSTMARKING MACHINE, WHICH COULD
POSTMARK ABOUT ONE HUNDRED LETTERS/
MINUTE.



‘FROM HILL TO WILKINSON' ...
THE EXPERIMENTAL & EARLY MACHINE POSTMARKS OF ENGLAND .. 1857-1912

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

SOON AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF PREPAID POSTAGE AND USE OF THE FIRST POSTAGE
STAMP IN ENGLAND IN 1840, THE POSTAL AUTHORITIES RECOGNIZED A NEED FOR CLEAR
AND LEGIBLE POSTMARKS AS WELL AS AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE HANDLING OF THE
EVER-INCREASING VOLUME OF MAIL.

IN 1853, PEARSON HILL, SON OF ROWLAND HILL (SOCALLED 'FATHER' OF THE
PREPAID POSTAGE STAMP) BECAME INVOLVED WITH THOSE PROBLEMS, AND BY 1857 HE
HAD DEVELOPED AND PATENTED THE FIRST RAPID POSTMARKING MACHINE!

BETWEEN 1857-1912, THE LONDON GENERAL POST OFFICE TESTED AND/OR EVALUATED
NO LESS THAN EIGHTEEN MACHINES, MOST OF WHICH WERE OF NON-BRITISH MANUFACTURE.

EXHIBIT

THIS EXHIBIT OFFERS AN OVERVIEW THROUGH POSTAL HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OR
EVOLUTION OF TRIAL AND EARLY POSTMARKS APPLIED BY THE EARLY POSTMARKING
MACHINES TESTED AND/OR EVALUATED BY THE GENERAL POST OFFICE AT LONDON
BETWEEN THE YEARS 1857 AND 1912.

APPROXIMATE TRIAL OR EARLY

POSTMARKING MACHINE FIELD-USE PERIOD

l. PEARSON HILL
MACHINE ‘AT’ SEPTEMBER 1857 - FEBRUARY 1858
MACHINE 'B’ MARCH - APRIL 1858
MACHINE 'C* MARCH 1858

PARALLEL-MOTION MARCH 1858 ...

1. CHARLES RIDEOUT

TRIAL ONE 1858 - 1859

TRAIL TWO 1866 - 1867
Ini. AZEMAR (HINRICHSEN)

TRIAL ONE 1869

TRIAL TWO 1871

TRIAL THREE 1872
1vV. SLOPER 1870 - 1875
V. VAILLE APRIL 1878
Vi. HALLER-/HOSTER 1882 - 1883
Vil. ETHRIDGE SEPTEMBER 1886 - APRIL 1887
Vili. MALIN 1890 - 1891
IX. INTERNAT IONAL

(HEY - DOLPHIN)

TRIAL ONE 1893

TRIAL TWO 1902 - 1903

TRIAL THREE 1911
X. IMPERIAL 1897
XI. EMP IRE MARCH 1898
X11. BICKERDIKE 1897 - 1907
X111. BOSTON 1898 - 1907
X1V, COLUMBIA 1901....
XV. KRAG 1905....
XVI. SYLBE 1907 - 1908
XVII.  UNIVERSAL 19166
XVITl. WILKINSON JANUARY - AUGUST 1912



PEARSON HILL

1 '}
MACHINE A 21 SEPTEMBER 1857 -

POSTMARK
POSTMARK

17 FEBRUARY 1858

FROM FIRST FIELD-TESTED POSTMARKING MACHINE ..
CODE "A' & MACHINE CODE ‘A’

25 SEPTEMBER 1857

FIRST DAY OF REGULAR DAILY & EVENING OPERATION OF
POSTMARKING MACHINE.

ONLY REPORTED COVER FROM THIS DATE!

TYPICAL POSTMARK-
OFFSET ON REVERSE
SIDE OF COVER

POST OFFICE LOCATION
INDICATION *LONDON'
AND MACHINE CODE 'A®



PEARSON HILL ...
MACHINE 'A’

21 SEPTEMBER 1857 -
17 FEBRUARY 1858

POSTMARK DIE CODES

FIVE DIFFERENT POSTMARK DIE CODES WERE USED IN THE TRIAL INVOLVING
MACHINE "A' ... 'A", "M', "2', '3' & "4'_ T IS BELIEVED THAT THE
CODES REFERRED TO THE TIME OF DAY.

21 SEPTEMBER 1857 8 FEBRUARY 1858
FIRST DAY OF FIELD LATE DATE USAGE
TRIAL -

AT s 121 3 "y
RECORDED
NUMBER OF
DAYS USED: 25+ 6 i 3 3

14 JANUARY 1858 ‘M' DIE CODE ON COVER

EARLIEST KNOWN DATE EXAMPLE OF THE 'M' DIE CODE. ONE OF TWO
ONLY RECORDED 'M' DIE CODE COVERS.



PEARSON HILL ...

MACHINE ‘A’ 21 SEPTEMBER 1857 -
17 FEBRUARY 1858

COVER EXAMPLES OF 1857 & 1858 DOMESTIC USAGES

DAAAAAN X
B{ POSTAGE g +

.~

FRANKING: 1 PENCE
DOMESTIC SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE



PEARSON HILL ...

MACHINE 'A’ 21 SEPTEMBER 1857 -
17 FEBRUARY 1858

FOREIGN-DESTINATION COMMERCIAL MAIL

16 DECEMBER 1857

4-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO FRANCE.
ONLY RECORDED FOREIGN-DESTINATION COMMERCIAL MAIL EXAMPLE!



PEARSON HILL ...

'] Y
MACHINE "B 21 MARCH 1858 -
23 APRIL 1858

IN MARCH, 1858, PEARSON HILL INTRODUCED A MODIFIED VERSION
OF HIS MACHINE "A® WHICH NOW PLACED AN INKED LINEN RIBBON
BETWEEN THE METAL DIE AND THE LETTER/ENVELOPE COVER ...
ELIMINATING THE HERETOFORE "GLUE AND TREACLE INKING ROLLERS'.

POSTMARK-OFFSET
ON REVERSE-SIDE
OF COVER

o———

ORIGIN POSTMARK
ON FRONT-SIDE OF
COVER

24 MARCH 1858

BECAUSE OF ITS UNUSUAL DESIGN, THIS POSTMARK HAS
BECOME KNOWN AS THE "OPERA GLASS®' ...

ONE OF FOUR COVER EXAMPLES RECORDED!



'PEARSON HILL ...

MACHINE ‘¢’ 8 MARCH 1858 -
18 MARCH 1858

FORERUNNER MACHINE ...

WITH LIMITED SUCCESS WITH HIS BULKY 'A' & 'B' MACHINES,
PEARSON HILL DEVELOPED A NEW STATIONARY STAMPER-TYPE,
WHICH WAS INEXPENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE TO THE MACHINE
DEVELOPED BY CHARLES RIDEOUT, WHICH WAS INTRODUCED IN
FEBRUARY, 1858. MACHINE 'C' 1S CONSIDERED TO BE A
FORERUNNER TO HILL'S "PARALLEL MOTION' MACHINE FROM
WHICH THE LATTER EVOLVED.

THE FIRST POSTMARK OF HILL'S 'C' MACHINE CONSISTED OF DOUBLE
19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIALS HAVING CODES 'CA', 'CB' OR 'CC'

WITH THE WORD "LONDON' 14mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH INDICATION OF
MONTH, DAY & YEAR.

LONDON

58

COVER EXAMPLE DATED 11 MARCH 1858 FROM LONDON TO PLYMOUTH.
ONE OF FOUR COVERS REPORTED!



PEARSON HILL

MACHINE ‘c’

8 MARCH 1858 -
18 MARCH 1858

POSTMARK FORGERY

CC
LONDON
MR 14

58

THIS EXAMPLE OF THE RARE POSTMARK FROM THE
PEARSON HILL MACHINE 'C' IS A FORGERY!

* THE POSTMARK DATE OF 14 MARCH 1858
WAS A SUNDAY WHEN NO MAIL WAS
PROCESSED. HOWEVER, HAD MAIL BEEN
PROCESSED, THEN THE DATER DIAL
DIE-CODE WOULD HAVE BEEN 'CA'.

* THE POSTAGE STAMP, ILLUSTRATING
QUEEN VICTORIA, HAS SMALL LETTERS
IN THE SQUARES ADJACENT TO THE WORD
"POSTAGE™. STAMPS IN THAT DESIGN
WERE FIRST ISSUED IN 1864 AND WOULD
NOT, OF COURSE, BE AVAILABLE FOR
USE AND POSTMARKING BY MACHINE 'C'
IN 1858.



PEARSON HILL ...
MACHINE ‘cC’ 20 MARCH 1858

RECEIVAL MARKING ... INCOMING MAIL

BY MARCH, 1858, THE GENERAL POST OFFICE ADOPTED THE
DUPLEX-STYLE OF POSTMARK AS "STANDARD' FOR ORIGIN
(OUTGOING-MAIL) MARKINGS, WHILE SIMPLE DATER DIAL
IMPRESSIONS REMAINED FOR RECEIVAL OR DELIVERY
MARKINGS.

THE HERETOFORE DOUBLE-DIAL MACHINE 'C' POSTMARK DIE
WAS SEPARATED .. WITH ONE DIAL BEING USED FOR
APPLYING RECEIVAL MARKINGS ...

,,/’/;'Z/’} }LF

v
—

s

COVER EXAMPLE (REVERSE SIDE) ILLUSTRATING A 'CC'-CODE
SINGLE DATER-DIAL RECEIVAL MARKING, DATED 20 MARCH 1858.

EARLIEST RECORDED USAGE! ONE OF TWO RECORDED EXAMPLES!



PEARSON HILL ...
MACHINE ‘¢’ 23 MARCH 1858

ORIGIN MARKING ... OUTGOING MAIL

THE SECOND DATER-DIAL OF THE HERETOFORE MACHINE 'C'
DOUBLE-DIAL POSTMARK WAS COMBINED WITH AN OBLITERATOR
--« "3' (THIRD MACHINE) BETWEEN 5-11-11-5 COMBINATION
HORIZONTAL LINES TO FORM A DUPLEX-TYPE ORIGIN-
OUTGOING MAIL POSTMARK.

DIAL CODES:

THE FIRST CODE LETTER REPRESENTED THE MACHINE TESTED.
HERE THE LETTER 'C" REFLECTED THE 'THIRD MACHINE SERIES'
(i.e. AFTER "A' AND 'B' OF EARLIER MACHINES). THE SECOND
LETTER OF THE CODE REPRESENTED THE DAY: MONDAY 'A',
TUESDAY '"B', WEDNESDAY 'C', THURSDAY 'A', FRIDAY 'B',
SATURDAY 'C'. NO CODE FOR SUNDAY.

FOREIGN-BOUND COVER EXAMPLE, DATED 23. MARCH 1858, TO
THE GERMAN STATE OF HAMBURG ILLUSTRATING THE NEW ORIGIN-
OUTGOING MAIL POSTMARK .. CODE "CB' (A TUESDAY-MAILING
MACHINE 'C'").

ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE!



PEARSON HILL

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE DEMONSTRATION POSTMARK

14 MAY 1858

OFFICIALLY FIRST DEMONSTRATED OR TRIED ON 13 MAY 1858,
HILL'S "PARALLEL MOTION STAMPING MACHINE' WAS A MODIFIED
MORE ROBUST, 'MACHINE C' HAVING A PARALLEL-MOTION LINKAGE
AND HAVING A DOUBLE-ROLLER INKING FEATURE TO ELIMINATE
OFFSET INKING.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON' 14mm
IN LENGTH ALONG WITH A DUPLEX OBLITERATOR
2.5mm FROM DIAL ... '3" IN OBLITERATOR
BETWEEN 19 (4-11-11-4) THIN LINES.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' ... DAY CODE 'B'

FAE %
LONDONA
.\(' N ) A

<O

g;i‘f |

L/ v %
A

14 MAY 1858

SINGLE-WEIGHT COMMERCIAL COVER FROM LONDON TO ASHBURTON.

SECOND DAY OF OFFICIAL USE OF THE "PARALLEL-MOTION
POSTMARKING MACHINE.

ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE FROM TRIAL!



PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE FIRST POSTMARK..TYPE 11:
15 MAY 1858 - DEC., 1858

ONE DAY AFTER COMMENCING A NEW TRIAL (MAY 13-14),
THE DATER CODE & OBLITERATOR WERE MODIFIED.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON'
Th4mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH A DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR '3' BETWEEN 17 (3-11-11-3)
THIN LINES.

POSTMARK CODE NOW 'B' .. DAY CODE ‘A"

29 MAY 1858

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE ..
LONDON TO CARLISLE

5 JULY 1858

TWO PENCE DOUBLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE ..
LONDON TO KELLS, IRELAND



PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE FIRST POSTMARK. .TYPE 111:
24 JANUARY - 25 MARCH 1859

SEVEN MONTHS AFTER INTRODUCING A MODIFIED POSTMARK ,
ANOTHER MODIFIED MARK WAS INTRODUCED, WHICH LASTED®
ONLY TWO MONTHS BEFORE BEING HODIFIED AGAIN!

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON'
14mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH AN OBLITERATOR
HAVING A '3 BETWEEN 17 (3-11-11-3) THIN LINES.

POSTMARK CODE NOW AGAIN 'A' .. DAY CODE 'B'

o -

14 FEBRUARY 1859

8-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
NEW ZEALAND.

ARRIVAL MARKING: "23 MAY 1859
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND"



PEARSON HILL

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE FIRST POSTMARK. .

RECE VAL MARKINGS

1858 - 1859

BY REMOVING THE DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR, THE GENERAL
POST OFFICE CONVERTED THE HERETOFORE ORIGIN
POSTMARK FOR OUTGOING MAIL TO A RECEIVAL MARKING
FOR INCOMING MAIL.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON®

14mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH THE MONTH,

DAY AND YEAR. USAGE IN 1858 HAS BEEN
FOUND ONLY IN BLACK-INK WHEREAS USAGE IN
1859 IS ORANGE-RED COLOR.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' or 'B' ...
DAY CODES 'A', "B' or 'C'

13. AUGUST 1858

(BLACK-INK) RECEIVAL MARKING ON A LETTER FROM
LIVERPOOL TO FRANCE .. TRANSIT MARKING USAGE.

L 3

24, JANUARY 1859

(ORANGE-RED INK) RECEIVAL MARKING ON A INNER-CITY
LONDON LETTER.



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE

SECOND POSTMARK

25 MARCH 1859 =
20 MAY 1859

BETWEEN 1858-1860, THE GENERAL POST OFFICE
EXPERIMENTED WITH DIFFERENT POSTMARK VARIETIES OF
THE BASIC DUPLEX POSTMARK.

POSTMARK: 19.0mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON'
14mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH A DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... '3’

IN OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 14 (2-5-5-2) THIN/
THICK WIDELY SPACED HORIZONTAL LINES.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' .. DAY CODE 'B'

8 APRIL 1859

COLLECT (POSTAGE DUE) STAMPLESS ENTIRE COMMERCIAL MAIL SENT FROM
LONDON TO NEW YORK. ™19 CENTS" POSTAGE DUE MARKING COVERING
3¢ "BRITISH INLAND' + 16¢ "BRITISH PACKET' RATES VIA EXCHANGE OFFICE

ki Pl

P ;

,C\[C' C‘//’ } c cACer7
i ‘

19 MAY 1859
ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE/DOMESTIC MAIL
'L.C.R." RAILWAY MARKING/ROUTE MARKING



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE THIRD POSTMARK. ..

12 MAY 1859 -
19 DECEMBER 1859

THE THIRD POSTMARK FROM THIS MACHINE WAS SIMILAR
TO THE SECOND, EXCEPT THAT THE WORD 'LONDON' IN THE
DATER-DIAL IS NOW 16mm IN LENGTH.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON®
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... "3"' IN
OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 14 (2-5-5-2) THIN/THICK
WIDELY SPACED HORIZONTAL LINES.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' .. DAY CODE 'B’

16 MAY 1859

8 PENCE LETTER-RATE TO GERMANY .. LONDON TO DRESDEN

'PREPAID" AS WELL AS RAILWAY-ROUTING POSTMARKS IN RED-INK...
'17. MAY .. FROM ENGLAND BY WAY OF AACHEN PREPAID'.



PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE THIRD POSTMARK. ..
12 MAY 1859 -
19 DECEMBER 1859

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL
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10 AUGUST 1859

9 PENCE COMMERCIAL MAIL (PRINTED-CIRCULAR) SINGLE WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO SHANGHAI, CHINA. (REVERSE SIDE) "HONG KONG'
RECEIVAL POSTMARK .. 20 SEPTEMBER 1859.

19 DECEMBER 1859

1 SHILLING LETTER-RATE TO GUILDFORD, WESTERN AUSTRALIA ...
'"VIA MARSEILLES' (FRANCE).

LATEST KNOWN DATE USAGE FOR THIS POSTMARK!



PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE THIRD POSTMARK. .
RECEIVAL MARKINGS

1859

BY REMOVING THE DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR, THE GENERAL
POST OFFICE CONVERTED THE ORIGIN-POSTMARK FOR
OUTGOING MAIL TO A RECEIVAL MARKING APPLIED TO
INCOMING MAIL.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON'
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH THE MONTH,
DAY AND YEAR. ORANGE-RED INK COLOR.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' .. DAY CODE 'B'

18 MAY 1859

(ORANGE-RED) RECEIVAL MARKING ON A LETTER FROM
EVERTON VIA LYMINGTON TO LONDON.



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE FOURTH POSTMARK. ..

2L SEPTEMBER 1859 -
4 FEBRUARY 1860

WITH THIS POSTMARK THE HERETOFORE DAY CODE
ALTERED FROM 'A' to 'Z' LESS 'Q'. THE POSTMARK
CODE BECAME 'B'.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON'
17mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... '4'
(4th MACHINE) IN OBLITERATOR BETWEEN
11 (3-5-5-3) THICKER WIDELY SPACED
HORIZONTAL LINES.

POSTMARK CODE 'B'.. DAY CODE 'A-Z' LESS 'Q'

29 OCTOBER 1859

1 SHILLING LETTER-RATE
TO PARIS, FRANCE.

7. JANUARY 1860

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FROM LONDON TO BASINGSTOKE



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE SEVENTH POSTMARK. ..

3 FEBRUARY 1860 -
6 FEBRUARY 1860

THIS POSTMARK HAS BEEN RECORDED ON TWO STAMPS ONLY!
NO COVERS ARE KNOWN.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON®
17mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH DUPLEX
OBLTTERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... '4°
IN OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 10 (2-6-6-2) THICK
HORIZONTAL BARS.

POSTMARK CODE 'B' ... DAY CODE "A-Z' LESS "Q'

THIS POSTMARK IS THE ONLY "4' IN PARALLEL-MOTION MACHINE
SERIES WITH 6 BARS AT EACH SIDE OF THE OBLITERATOR.



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE EIGHTH POSTMARK. ..

23 JANUARY 1860 -
22 OCTOBER 1860

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON®
17mm IN LENGTH ALONG WiTH DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... '3'
IN OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2)
HEAVY HORIZONTAL BARS.

POSTMARK CODE 'A' ... DAY CODE "A-Z' LESS 'Q'

/07/;1/1@) /j‘][;v;,, )j /%jké

23 APRIL 1860 LONEC %
&

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT X;
LETTER-RATE ...
LONDON TO CHELTENHAM

h ¢

o
*.,:,4;&

‘([/W’
A Z o XJ M,

17 AUGUST 1860

LETTER-RATE ...
LONDON TO RYE

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE NINTH POSTMARK...

17 FEBRUARY 1860 -
25 OCTOBER 1860

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON'
17mm_IN LENGTH ALONG WITH DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR 1.00mm FROM DIAL ... '&'
IN OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 11 (3-5-5-3)
HEAVY HORIZONTAL BARS.

POSTMARK CODE 'B' ... DAY CODE "A-Z' LESS 'Q'

10 MARCH 1860

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE ...
LONDON TO GLASGOW

18 SEPTEMBER 60

Lo WESOSEEEY 1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE ...
LONDON TO LIVERPOOL

>
X
é
&@\




PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE

4. AUGUST 1860

OBLITERATOR CODE: '87'

JULY 1860 -
OCTOBER 1860

POSTMARK CODE: 'C'

IN A REPORT ISSUED BY THE GENERAL POST OFFICE,

IT WAS REPORTED THAT MR. HILL'S PARALLEL-MOTION
MACHINE WAS FOUND TO BE SUPERIOR TO THAT OF MR.
RIDEOUT AND A LARGE NUMBER OF THOSE WERE RECOMMENDED
FOR PURCHASE AND DISTRIBUTION TO FIELD POST OFFICES.

INITIALLY THE FIRST MACHINES DISTRIBUTED HAD POSTMARK
CODES AS WELL AS OBLITERATOR DESIGNATIONS ALTERED.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH 'LONDON'
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2) HEAVY
HORIZONTAL BARS. -

POSTMARK CODES VARY AS DO DAY CODES.

FIRST POST-EXPERIMENTAL POSTMARKS...

1860

25. AUGUST 1860

OBLITERATOR CODE: '89"'

JUNE 1860 -
SEPTEMBER 1860

POSTMARK CODE: 'E'




PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE SECOND POST-EXPERIMENTAL POSTMARKS. ..

1860-1863

IN OCTOBER, 1860, THE OBLITERATOR MARKINGS WERE
ALTERED TO AGAIN COMMENCE WITH 1, 2, 3, ETC. WITH
THOSE THE POSTMARK CODES WERE CHANGED TO REFLECT
THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCING... A1, B2, C3, D4, ES, F6,
G87, H88, ETC. DAY CODES VARIED.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON®
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH THE MONTH,
DAY AND YEAR... DUPLEX OBLITERATOR
BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2) HEAVY HORIZONTAL
BARS.

10. DECEMBER 1863

ot

= 27 =

'2".. 'BX" DATER

JANUARY 1861 -
DECEMBER 1863

&

Gt ek Bhe

22 OCTOBER 1862

"4'__ 'DR' DATER

9 MARCH 1861 -
JUNE 1863

( S
(
// ,

F LT e 7

18 MARCH 1862

'6'.. 'FE' DATER

NOVEMBER 1860 -
7 JULY 1863



PEARSON HILL ...
PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE SECOND POST-EXPERIMENTAL

RECEIVAL POSTMARKS...

1860-1863

BY REMOVING THE DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR, THE POST OFFICE
CONVERTED THE ORIGIN POSTMARK FOR OUTGOING MAIL TO
A RECEIVAL MARKING FOR INCOMING MAIL.

THE EXAMPLES BELOW ILLUSTRATE A 'BEFORE & AFTER'
COMPARISON USING THE ORIGINAL '5'-OBLITERATOR
POSTMARK.

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON'
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH A DUPLEX
OBLITERATOR '5' BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2)
HEAVY HORIZONTAL LINES.

POSTMARK CODE 'E' IS APPLICABLE FOR OBLITERATOR '5'
BUT THE DAY CODES VARY.

29 NOVEMBER 1860

'5" OBLITERATOR POSTMARK...

NOVEMBER 1860 -
JUNE 1863

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE ... MOURNING
COVER

2 AUGUST 1861

(ORANGE-RED INK) RECEIVAL
MARKING ON A MOURNING COVER
FROM BIRKENHEAD TO LONDON.

A DETERMINATION OF THE PERIOD
WHEN THE DUPLEX POSTMARK WAS

CONVERTED FOR USE TO POSTMARK
INCOMING MAIL IS NOT POSSIBLE.




-PEARSON HILL ...

PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE SECOND POST-EXPERIMENTAL POSTMARKS. ..

1860-1863

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "LONDON'
16mm IN LENGTH ALONG WITH THE MONTH,
DAY AND YEAR ... DUPLEX OBLITERATOR
NUMBERED IN THE CENTER BETWEEN 9
(2-5-5-2) HEAVY HORIZONTAL BARS.

15 SEPTEMBER 1862
'88' .. 'HJ' DATER (DEFECTIVE "H")
NOVEMBER 1860 - OCTOBER 1862

15 MARCH 1861
'90' .. 'JO' DATER
NOVEMBER 1860 - JANUARY 1862



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL MACHINE "1' .. TYPE I

5 FEBRUARY 1858 -
14 OCTOBER 1858

IN JANUARY 1858, CHARLES RIDEOUT, A FORMER SURVEYOR,
OFFERED THE LONDON POST OFFICE A NEW POSTMARKING
MACHINE, WHICH HAD BEEN PATENTED IN OCTOBER 1857 BY
RIDEQUT'S SON-IN-LAW, GEORGE BEARD. TWO MACHINES
WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY BE TESTED BY THE POST OFFICE
BETWEEN 1858-1859.

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "HS', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH
"1' BETWEEN 12 (2-8-7-2) VERTICAL BARS.

16 AUGUST 1858
MOURNING COVER FROM LONDON
TO GIBRALTAR

6 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT OVERSEAS
RATE TO GIBRALTAR

- “A\ {: \‘\“\ |
(LONDOT

2 SEPTEMBER 1858

LETTER FROM LONDON TO
TO EXETER

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL MACHINE '1' .. TYPE 1

5 FEBRUARY 1858 -
14 OCTOBER 1858

POSTMARK: 19mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH '"HS', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH "1°'
BETWEEN 12 (2-8-7-2) VERTICAL BARS.

INBOUND OVERSEAS-MAIL - REDIRECTED IN ENGLAND

EX CHASE, WARD

12 MAY 1858

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, USA, TO LONDON,
ENGLAND. 24¢ RATE TO ENGLAND.

5 JUNE 1858

UPON RECEIPT, COVER AFFIXED WITH ONE PENNY
FRANKING (DOMESTIC SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE)
AND REDIRECTED TO 'CHESTER" WITH THREE
STRIKES OF A RIDEOUT-MACHINE POSTMARK TYING
THE EXISTING-POSTAGE AS WELL AS THE ADDED
FRANKING.

6 JUNE 1858
BACKSTAMP RECEIVAL HANDSTAMP AT "CHESTER'.



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL MACHINE "1' .. TYPE I1

22 OCTOBER 1858 -
DECEMBER 1859

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH 'HS', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH
'1" BETWEEN 11 (2-7-7-2) VERTICAL THIN BARS.

15 FEBRUARY 1859

"EASTERN COUNTIES RAILWAY'
LETTER-COVER FROM LONDON
TO KINGS CROSS .. "GREAT
NORTHERN RAILWAY'!

e

s o

R [ ISR R T Tr as e
i ‘

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT 5 ‘
LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC ¥ P i
MAIL

2 MAY 1859
FOLDED LETTER FROM LONDON TO MACCLESFIELD

2 PENCE DOUBLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL MACHINE "1' .. TYPE 11

22 OCTOBER 1858 -
DECEMBER 1859

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "LONDON' 15mm IN
LENGTH ALONG WITH "HS', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH
'1" BETWEEN 11 (2-7-7-2) THIN VERTICAL BARS.

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL ... REDIRECTED MAIL

3 MARCH 1859

SMALL SOCALLED 'LADY's ENVELOPE' MAILED AT LONDON

TO CAPTAIN GRIFFETHS OF "HER MAJESTY'S 19th REGIMENT™
IN INDIA .. VIA MARSEILLES, FRANCE. MULTIPLE TRANSIT
AND REDIRECTION MARKINGS WITH RECEIVAL ON 13 APRIL
1859.

9 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO INDIA.



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE

FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE *1" ..
RECEIVAL MARKINGS

1858
BY REMOVING THE DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR, THE GENERAL POST
OFFICE CONVERTED THE HERETOFORE ORIGIN POSTMARK FOR
OUTGOING MAIL TO A RECEIVAL MARKING FOR INCOMING MAIL.
POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "HS', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR .. ORANGE-RED INK COLOR.
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20 DECEMBER 1858

28 JUNE 1858



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL MACHINE '2" .. TYPE I

27 DECEMBER 1858 -
3 DECEMBER 1859

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "CR", MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH
'2' BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2) THICK VERTICAL BARS.

18 JUNE 1859

MOURNING COVER FROM LONDON
TO THE SECRETARY OF THE
"GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY'
AT KINGS CROSS

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE

26 FEBRUARY 1859

FOLDED LETTER FROM LONDON TO HULL
1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL MACHINE '2" .. TYPE II

9 FEBRUARY 1859 -
5 JUNE 1859

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH 'RC', MONTH, DAY &
YEAR ALONG WITH DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR WITH
'2' BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2) THICK VERTICAL BARS.

-
J & s

& JUNE 1859

COMMERCIAL FOLDED LETTER FROM LONDON TO
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

2 PENCE (HORIZONTAL PAIR OF 1 PENCE RED)
DOUBLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL MACHINE '2°' ..
RECEIVAL MARKINGS

1859

BY REMOVING THE DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR, THE GENERAL POST
OFFICE CONVERTED THE HERETOFORE ORIGIN POSTMARK FOR
OUTGOING MAIL TO A RECEIVAL MARKING FOR INCOMING MAIL.

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "LONDON' 15mm IN
LENGTH ALONG WITH "CR', MONTH, DAY & YEAR
... ORANGE-RED INK COLOR.

22 NOVEMBER 1859

RECEIVAL MARKING ON
DOMESTIC LETTER TO LONDON

28 OCTOBER 1859

RECEIVAL MARKING ON PREPAID FOLDED LETTER FROM
AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, TO LONDON



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
SECOND TRIAL MACHINE "1' .. TYPE I1

10 OCTOBER 1866 -
12 OCTOBER 1866

ALTHOUGH PEARSON HILL'S 'PARALLEL MOTION'
MACHINE HAD BEEN SELECTED IN 1859 AS THE ONE

TO BE PURCHASED BY THE GENERAL POST OFFICE

FOR FIELD USE, RIDEOUT PRESSED FOR ADDITIONAL
TRIALS, AND IN 1866 A SECOND TRIAL WAS CONDUCTED
WHICH ENDED IN FAILURE FOR RIDEOUT.

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "LONDON' 15mm
IN LENGTH ALONG WITH 'HS', MONTH,
DAY & YEAR AND DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR
WITH "1" BETWEEN 11 (2-7-7-2) THIN
VERTICAL BARS.

7 / / : p &
/ ,,(/(/(//0}5 J/O/ Ctrar il 2 I/'}I' /f =

12 OCTOBER 1866
LOCAL CITY COVER HAVING SAME DATE BACK-STAMP

ONE OF TWO REPORTED COVERS .. THIS ONE ILLUSTRATING
LATEST KNOWN DATE USAGE!

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE




CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE ...
SECOND TRIAL MACHINE "2' .. TYPE I

23 OCTOBER 1866 -
10 JULY 1867

POSTMARK: 19mm DATER DIAL WITH "LONDON' 15mm
IN LENGTH ALONG WITH "CR', MONTH,
DAY & YEAR AND DUPLEX-OBLITERATOR
WITH 2" BETWEEN 9 (2-5-5-2) THICK
VERTICAL BARS.

A0

23 OCTOBER 1866

LOCAL CITY COVER HAVING SAME DATE BACK-STAMP
EARLIEST KNOWN USAGE DATE!
1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL 31 MARCH 1869 -
24 JUNE 1869

IN 1865, TWO GERMAN INVENTORS, CARL FISCHER & J.C.W. MAAS,
APPLIED IN ENGLAND FOR A PATENT ON THEIR NEW POSTMARKING
MACHINE. INITIALLY UNSUCCESSFUL, THEY RECEIVED A PATENT
IN AUGUST, 1867.

ROBERT HINRICHSEN WOULD BECOME MANUFACTURER, AND J.C. AZEMAR
OF LONDON WOULD BE THEIR ENGLISH SALES REPESENTATIVE

THE "AZEMAR' MACHINE HAD THREE DIE HEADS. EACH CONSISTED
OF A 20mm @ DATER DIAL WITH THE CODE 'YI', "LONDON' 14mm
IN LENGTH AND THE MONTH, DAY & YEAR DATE. THE OBLITERATOR
USED VARIED AND VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF BAR-CONF IGURAT IONS

WERE POSSIBLE.
A TwmTomt el bwmm B
e ETenSl By ey P
P N ey mmm wnn
) < L i ]
ooe B A pmon oo oy
TR IR SO NeTaN  womny  hoest
o R vt pwas
7 i 2 3 4 5

7 APRIL 1869

1 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR LONDON-
TO-LIVERPOOL LETTER .. BACKSTAMP 8 APRIL 1869.

NOTE POSITION OF DATER-DIAL...EARLY DAYS OF TRIAL
HAD DATER-DIAL PARALLEL WITH UPPER BAR OF THE
OBLITERATOR.

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-2-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL 31 MARCH 1869 -
24 JUNE 1869

FOR UNKNOWN REASONS TODAY, THE DATER-DIALS®' POSITIONS
DURING THE FIRST TRIAL FLOATED DOWNWARD AS ILLUSTRATED
WITH THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES....

8 APRIL 1869

NOTE MID-LEVEL POSITION

OF DATER-DIAL, AS WELL AS
THE "MISSING" OBLITERATOR
SECTION. IT IS SUSPECTED
THAT THE POSTAL AUTHORITIES
PURPOSELY OMITTED THE BAR-
STRIP.

ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE.

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION:

1-2/ /2-5 4;5%2?

3

28 APRIL 1869

TWO NON-ALIGNED DATER
DIALS ... IMPROPER MACHINE
TRACKING... AND LOCATION
OF DIALS

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION:
1-3-2-4-5




‘HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL 31 MARCH 1869 -
24 JUNE 1869

BETWEEN MAY-JUNE OF THE 1869 TRIALS THE POSITION OF
THE DATER DIAL WAS APPROXIMATELY EVEN WITH THE THIRD-
BAR SERIES AND ABOUT 15mm TO THE LEFT OF THE OBLITERATOR.

3 JUNE 1869

NOTE POSITION OF THE
DATE DIAL ... AND

THAT OBLITERATOR HAS
SIX BAR SECTIONS ...

1-3-4-2-4-5

Exp.: RPS

24 JUNE 1869
LATEST KNOWN USAGE FROM TRIAL ONE!
OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-2-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

FIRST TRIAL 31 MARCH 1869 -
24 JUNE 1869

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL

.44___7
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22 MAY 1869

3 + 4 =7 PENCE FRANKING OF A FOLDED
LETTER FROM LONDON TO ST. CATHARINES,
ONTARIO, CANADA

ONLY RECORDED COVER TO A NON-EUROPEAN
OVERSEAS DESTINATION!

BACKSTAMPS: 2 JULY 1869 ..
HAMILTON, ONTARIO &
ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-3-4-2-4-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...
SECOND TRIAL

WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT-I1SSUED POSTAL
CARD IN OCTOBER, 1870, A NEED TO QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY
POSTMARK LARGE NUMBERS OF SIMILARLY-SIZED MAIL DEVELOPED.
THE HINRICHSEN/AZEMAR MACHINE WAS TESTED FOR A BRIEF
PERIOD IN 1871 FOR HANDLING POSTAL CARDS.

SIMILAR TO A RECEIVAL POSTMARK APPLIED AT BERLIN &
HAMBURG (GERMANY) BETWEEN 1867-1870, THE RECTANGULAR
DATER 19mm x 14mm WAS PAIRED WITH AN OVAL OBLITERATOR
HAVING "89" IN THE CENTER SURROUNDED BY VERTICAL DASHES.

YLV
SHuungn.

JG AU,
LONDON ﬁ%li
2Ja71 NI

‘e

et

4 JANUARY 1871 -
4 FEBRUARY 1871

POS L CARD

9 JANUARY 1871

INCOMPLETE POSTMARK IMPRESSIONS ARE TYPICAL OF
THOSE APPLIED ONTO POSTAL CARDS DURING THIS TRIAL
PERIOD.

LESS THAN TEN EXAMPLES REPORTED!



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

SECOND TRIAL 18 MAY 1871 -
DECEMBER 1871

WHEREAS THE FIRST PART OF THE SECOND TRIAL DEALT WITH POSTAL
CARDS, THE SECOND PART DEALT WITH OUTGOING LETTER-MAIL.

WITH THE FIRST TRIAL, THE DATER DIAL WAS NOT CODED TO REFLECT
THE DIE-HEAD NUMBER OF WHICH THERE WERE THREE. COMMENCING
WITH THIS TRIAL THE DATER HEADS WERE CODED .. 'AB', 'BB' &
'CB'.

DATER DIE-HEAD 'AB' .. NUMBER ONE

20 OCTOBER 1871

RAILWAY COMMERCIAL MAIL o '
OBL I TERATOR .5 : s B g
COMBINATION: 1-2-3-5 The Secretary of the Midiand Ravlway Company,
: Dgzpy.
D
5 a .

22 NOVEMBER 1871

COMMERCIAL MAIL FOLDED
LETTER

OBLITERATOR
COMBINATION: 1-2-4-5




HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

SECOND TRIAL 18 MAY 1871 -
DECEMBER 1871

DATER DIE-HEAD 'BB' .. NUMBER TWO

19 JuLY 1871
OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-4-5

24 OCTOBER 1871

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

SECOND TRIAL 18 MAY 1871 -
DECEMBER 1871

AS IS VERFIED BY THE EXAMPLES FOR EACH DIE-HEAD, THERE
1S NO PATTERN AS TO THE COMBINATIONS OF THE OBLITERATOR
OF THE POSTMARK.

DATER DIE-HEAD *CB' .. NUMBER THREE

31 MAY 1871
OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-4-3

23 AUGUST 1871

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-4-3-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

SECOND TRIAL 18 MAY 1871 -
DECEMBER 1871

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL

4 NOVEMBER 1871

3 PENCE COMMERCIAL FOLDED LETTER FROM LONDON TO
PARIS .. SINGLE WEIGHT.

ROUTING: LONDON VIA CALAIS.. ARRIVAL STAMP..
5 NOVEMBER (1871)

DATER-DIE CODE: "AP" ...
ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE!

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-4-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

THIRD TRIAL 17 MAY 1872 -
8 NOVEMBER 1872

SIMILAR TO THE YEAR EARLIER 'SECOND TRIAL', THE THIRD TRIAL
HAD EACH OF THE DIE-HEADS CODED. HOWEVER, ABNORMALITIES HAVE
BEEN VERIFIED.

2 JULY 1872 Q ‘L-_"ONDON.
'AB' DIE CODE \Q 2 d Y

OBLITERATOR

14 AUGUST 1872
'BB' DIE CODE

OBLITERATOR
COMBINATION: 1-2-3-3

29 MAY 1872
'CB' DIE CODE

OBLITERATOR
COMBINATION: 1-2-3-3




HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

THIRD TRIAL 17 MAY 1872 -
8 NOVEMBER 1872

FIRST DAY & LATE USAGE IN THE TRIAL

17 MAY 1872
FIRST DAY OF TRIAL USAGE ON COMMERCIAL MAIL FOLDED
LETTER WITH PERFIN "GLYN' POSTAGE STAMP.

NOTE INCOMPLETE DATE DIAL RIM AND "C3' INDICATING
INADEQUATE INKING OR DAMAGED DIE DEVELOPMENT.

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-3

/ B8
/LONCONY
\& NO

4 NOVEMBER 1872

LATE USAGE IN TRIAL.
OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-4-5



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE ...

THIRD TRIAL 17 MAY 1872 -
8 NOVEMBER 1872

DESPITE THREE TRIALS OVER A PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS, THE LONDON
GENERAL POST OFFICE DID NOT SELECT THE HINRICHSEN/AZEMAR
MACHINE FOR FIELD DISTRIBUTION BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH MAINTENANCE
AND SERVICE REQUIREMENTS AS WELL AS ITS INEFFICIENCY IN
HANDLING VOLUME MAIL EFFECTIVELY.

THE MACHINE'S DESIGN USING NEEDLES TO TRANSPORT THE MAIL
THROUGH THE MACHINE FOR POSTMARKING WAS INEFFECTIVE AS
WELL AS ITS FREQUENT NEED TO RESET DATER DIAL DIES, ETC.

16 JULY 1872

NOTE DISINTEGRATION OF DATER-DIAL RIM ON 'CB'
DIE HEAD AS AN EXAMPLE OF ONE OF THE MACHINE'S
PROBLEMS.

OBLITERATOR COMBINATION: 1-2-3-4



SLOPER MACHINE LONDON .. "CROSS + ORB' ...

STANDING .. 2-3 NOVEMBER 1870
INVERTED .. 9-21 NOVEMBER 1870

WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT-ISSUED POSTAL
CARD IN OCTOBER, 1970, THE GENERAL POST OFFICE SOUGHT
A DEVICE FOR EFFECTIVE POSTMARKING OF SUCH CARDS IN
QUANTITY. THE "SLOPER' PERFORATING MACHINE, HERETOFORE
USED FOR BUSINESS DOCUMENTS, WAS INITIALLY TRIED IN THE
CITIES OF LONDON, LIVERPOOL, MANCHESTER, EDINBURGH &
BRADFORD.

SEVERAL PERFORATION DESIGNS WERE USED DURING THE FIVE-
YEAR TRIAL DURATION PERIOD. THE "CROSS + ORB' DESIGN
USED IN LONDON WAS THE FIRST DESIGN TRIED.

2 NOVEMBER 1870
STANDING *CROSS + ORB'

EARLIEST KNOWN DATE &
A\ : 8 ONE OF TWO RECORDED
EONE : 'STANDING" TYPE EXAMPLES!

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. [HALEPENNY
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POST: CARD 17 NOVEMBER 1870

INVERTED "CROSS + ORB'

ONE OF SEVEN RECORDED
EXAMPLES!

THE ADDRESS 0 TO BE WR N ON THIS SIDE.

~ L//V




SLOPER MACHINE

LONDON ..

"ARROW" ...

15 NOVEMBER 1870 -
10 OCTOBER 1873

THE SLOPER MACHINE REQUIRED THE CLERK TO PLACE A STACK
OF CARDS INTO THE MACHINE FOR PERFORATION.

NEAR THE TOP OF THE STACK HAD CLEAR, DEFINED HOLES, WHILE
THOSE NEAR THE BOTTOM HAD ROUGHLY PERFORATED ONES DEPENDING

UPON THE CONDITION OF THE PERFORATION-NEEDLES.

SOMETIMES APPEARED SMALLER IN SIZE.

POSTAL CARDS

THE LATTER

lW)HT

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE
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16 FEBRUARY 1873

CLEAR DEFINED
PERFORATION .. PROBABLY
NEAR THE TOP OF THE
STACK BEING INVALIDATED

£y

S

22 JANUARY 1872

ROUGH PERFORATION ...
POSSIBLY NEAR THE BOTTOM
OF THE STACK BEING INVALIDATED

o871

To

CARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

2 &)
HALF PENNY

ALFPEN

10 OCTOBER 1873

LATEST RECORDED DATE OF
USAGE




SLOPER MACHINE LIVERPOOL .. "ARROW®

8 AUGUST 1871 -
21 JANUARY 1875

AT LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND, A SLOPER MACHINE WAS TRIED HAVING
NEEDLES ENABLING 1mm AND 2mm DIAMETER PERFORATIONS.

31 OCTOBER 1871
Tmm PERFORATION HOLES

4 NOVEMBER 1874

2mm PERFORATION HOLES



SLOPER MACHINE LIVERPOOL .. "ARROW®

-.-. PERFORATION VARIETIES
8 AUGUST 1871 -
21 JANUARY 1875

THE STANDARD "LIVERPOOL ARROW' PERFORATION CONSISTED OF
EIGHT PERFORATION HOLES, i.e. USE OF EIGHT PERFORATION
NEEDLES. OVER THE TIME OF USE, SOME OF THOSE NEEDLES
WERE BROKEN RESULTING IN PERFORATION VARIETIES TO OCCUR.

21 SEPTEMBER 1871

ALTHOUGH NO NEEDLES WERE MISSING,
EXAMPLE OF A POSTAL CARD WHERE IT
i e z WAS INCORRECTLY FED INTO THE SLOPER
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE TF ! : MACHINE .. RESULTING IN AN INCORRECT

To ///

"ARROW' LOCATION

13 MAY 1874

6 PERFORATION HOLES ...
TWO BROKEN NEEDLES

13-16 MAY 1874

P s et o

25 AUGUST 1874

| 5 PERFORATION HOLES ...
“ THREE BROKEN NEEDLES

25 AUGUST 1874 -
19 SEPTEMBER 1874

THE A ESS ONLY TQ BE WR N ON THIS SIDE.
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UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE LIVERPOOL 'CUT' ...

1 JANUARY 1871

IN JANUARY, 1871, A TRIAL USING SOME TYPE OF
CUTTING DEVICE TO INVALIDATE POSTAL CARDS TOOK
PLACE AT LIVERPOOL. SUCH DEVICE WAS NOT A
"SLOPER" MACHINE, SINCE THE LATTER WERE FIRST
DELIVERED FOR TRIALS AT LIVERPOOL IN AUGUST,

1871.

T T

1 JANUARY 1871
ONE OF TWO POSTAL CARDS REPORTED.

F Excmaxee Bomoixes, Liverroor,

% /Z Ist January, 1871.

- -~ “ We beg to inform you that we have removed to the above more
commodious Premises, and take this- opportunity of reminding you that,
having our own Underwriters, together with a large Brokerage Business,
First-class Agency at Liloyd's, London, and Corresponding Agents in all the
principal Maritime Towns, we are in a position to effeet Tnsurances on the
best terms, and respectfully solicit your orders, which shall have our prompt

attention.
We are,

Yours respectfully,

eHrthur F. Tibbey f Po.

REVERSE-SIDE



MANCHESTER "CLIP' .. TYPE | "HALF ROUND'

UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE

11 NOVEMBER 1870 -
24 JANUARY 1872

AT THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, A SERIES OF TRIALS WERE
CONDUCTED BETWEEN 1870-1875 USING SOME TYPE OF HAND-OPERATED
MACHINE OR DEVICE TO INVALIDATE POSTAL CARDS BY CLIPPING A
PIECE FROM THE CARD. SUCH "CLIPPING' 1S TODAY REFERRED TO
AS THE "MANCHESTER CLIP' MARKING AND IS USUALLY FOUND ON
THE RIGHT-SIDE POSTAL-CARD MARGIN. CLIPS VARY IN SIZE AND

FORMAT.

POST CARD

CI

(=]
k\i i UL AU

22 NOVEMBER 1870

THE FIRST TYPE OF "MANCHESTER CLIP"
MARKING IS THE "HALF-ROUND' CLIP.




UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE MANCHESTER "CLIP" .. TYPE Il "SPEAR-CUT' CLIP

3 DECEMBER 1870 -
15 DECEMBER 1874

THE "SPEAR-CUT' 1S SIMILAR TO THE "WEDGE-CUT"
CLIP (TYPE 111) EXCEPT THAT THE FORMER IS
USUALLY SOMEWHAT DEEPER AND IS LESS ANGULAR.
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THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
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12 MAY 1871

7 JUNE 1871



UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE MANCHESTER "CLIP" .. TYPE 11l "WEDGE-CUT' CLIP

29 JUNE 1871 -
22 JANUARY 1875

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

To

25 JUNE 1873

PUOST CARD

11 _SEPTEMBER 1874

(ORANGE-RED) RECEIVAL MARKING:
'LONDON EC .. 12 SEPTEMBER 1874'

POSTAL RECEIVAL MARKINGS ON
BRITISH POSTAL CARDS WERE SELDOM
APPLIED... ON THE FRONT.



UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE MANCHESTER 'CLIP" .. VARIETIES

%/é&

LhN AR AN AU "ﬁ!,_m‘_!

-

11 SEPTEMBER 1874

NOTE LEFT-SIDE POSITION OF CLIP
-.- AS A RESULT OF PLACING UPSIDE
DOWN INTO THE MACHINE.

4 DECEMBER 1874

NOTE "CLIPS" APPLIED ON BOTH POSTAL
CARD SIDES AS A RESULT OF PLACING THE
CARD TWICE THROUGH THE MACHINE.



UNKNOWN MACHINE OR DEVICE SINGLE-HOLE INVALIDATION .. 1871-1874

A SINGLE-HOLE PUNCH WAS ANOTHER METHOD USED TO INVALIDATE
POSTAL CARDS WITH TRIALS IN THE CITIES OF BIRMINGHAM,
BRADFORD, EDINBURGH & LIVERPOOL. THE MACHINE OR DEVICE
USED MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN A 'SLOPER'. TWO SINGLE-HOLE
DIAMETERS WERE USED... 3mm & 4mm.

UL VUL LU

POST CXED

k3
2 -

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIGE.
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BRADFORD - 15 SEPTEMBER 1871
4mm PUNCH

6 JULY 1871 -
21 SEPTEMBER 1872

o

The National Bank of Scotland,

............ m%m,

EDINBURGH - 22 AUGUST 1871
3mm PUNCH

31 MARCH 1871 -
12 OCTOBER 1874



VAILE MACHINE

EXPERIMENTAL DEMONSTRATION

HAVING BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN 1874 IN SELLING HIS NEW POSTMARKING
MACHINE TO THE NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE, ROBERT VAILE OF AUCKLAND,
NEW ZEALAND, PATENTED HIS MACHINE IN ENGLAND IN JANUARY, 1877.
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF HIGH-PLACED INDIVIDUALS IN BRITISH SOCIETY,
MR. VAILE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN DEMONSTRATING HIS MACHINE TO THE
BRITISH POST OFFICE AT LONDON SOMETIME IN APRIL, 1878.

FOR THE DEMONSTRATION, 'DUMMY' LETTERS OR POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS
WERE PREPARED OR USED ON WHICH THREE DIFFERENT POSTMARKS WERE
TRIED ...

1. A THREE-LINE CONTINUOUS BAR OBLITERATOR
HAVING TWO DATER DIALS (EXAMPLE BELOW);

2. A TWO-LINE CONTINUOUS BAR OBLITERATOR
HAVING TWO DATER DIALS;

3. A ZI1G-ZAG CONTINUOUS-PATTERN OBLITERATOR
HAVING TWO DATER DIALS.

DESPITE THE TRIAL HAVING TAKEN PLACE AT LONDON IN 1878, ALL
DATER DIALS INDICATED "C. N.Z. AUCKLAND, SE 2, 74", NO
MAIL, HOWEVER, WAS PROCESSED FOR ACTUAL DELIVERY. ONLY
SEVEN EXAMPLES FROM THIS DEMONSTRATION HAVE SURVIVED ...
TWO OF WHICH ARE IN THE BRITISH POSTAL ARCHIVES!

FOR REASONS UNKNOWN, REJECTION OF THE MACHINE WAS REPORTED
ON 17 MAY 1878.

APRIL 1878

/’“‘\g\ gt

e
ALUCKLAND , AUCKLAND
s£ 92 ) \

- S ,
-
Z/% o=

S Wéd%/

ONE OF FIVE REPORTED SURVIVING EXAMPLES IN PRIVATE COLLECTIONS
FROM THE VAILE POSTMARKING MACHINE TRIAL OF APRIL 1878, AND THE
ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE HAVING THIS DESIGN!

EXAMPLE ILLUSTRATES THE 'SHADOW' OFFSET OF THE ZIG-ZAG PATTERN
OBLITERATOR FROM THE TRIAL.
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HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE 111 ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
WITH NO OBLITERATOR-CORNERS LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

28 APRIL 1884 - 2 MARCH 1887

IN 1883, ALBERT HOSTER ACQUIRED THE ASSETS OF HALLER & COMPANY,
AND, THEREUPON, ESTABLISHED THE "POSTAL STAMPING & PATENT
MACHINERY COMPANY LIMITED' IN LONDON, ENGLAND. BETWEEN 1883-
1886, THE LATTER COMPANY SOLD THE LONDON GENERAL POST OFFICE
EIGHT "HOSTER' POSTMARKING MACHINES.

THE "HOSTER' MACHINE WAS HAND-OPERATED HAVING TWO POSTMARK ING
DIES ABLE TO POSTMARK TWO PIECES OF MAIL WITH EACH ROTATION

OF THE CRANK. DURING THE FIELD-TRIAL & USAGE YEARS 1883-1893,
HOSTER MACHINES APPLIED A NUMBER OF SERIES OF ORIGIN AND
RECEIVAL POSTMARKS.

25 JULY 1884

BETWEEN JULY-AUGUST 1884, THE
WORD "LONDON'" IS WITH SMALLER
SIZE TYPE THAN OTHER PERIODS.

DATER DIALS ARE FOUND WITH/
WITHOUT STARS ... PROBABLY

TO DESIGNATE POSTMARK DIE '1'
AND '2°'.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
RATE FOR DOMESTIC MAIL.

23 SEPTEMBER 1884

FOUR PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO ARGENTINA.

ONLY RECORDED 1884-USAGE
TO ARGENTINA AND A
FOREIGN DESTINATION!

b
7‘i
!



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IV ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT.
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS NOW FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

15 JANUARY 1885 - 3 JUNE 1887

@%z

i Tex l ’
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN[ON THi§ SIQ6.

{1 ANNEXED CARD 85

IS IMNTENDED FOR
THE ANSWER

I O v
i e
; 9:9;% éfim @{{7 /

<

J >
g

15 JANUARY 1885
EARLIEST RECORDED USAGE OF THIS POSTMARK TYPE.

'Z71"' IN POSTMARK DENOTES 'LATE DELIVERY' TO
POST OFFICE.

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL CARD RATE FOR DOMESTIC MAIL.

6 JANUARY 1886

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.



HOSTER MACHINE

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL

21 OCTOBER 1886
MOURNING COVER TO GERMANY.

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
'STADE, 22 OCTOBER 1886"

POSTMARK TYPE 1V ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RICHT.
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS NOW FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

15 JANUARY 1885 - 3 JUNE 1887

16 MAY 1885

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
FRANCE.

BACKSTAMP:
'PARIS, 17 MAY 1885"



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IV ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT.
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS NOW FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

15 JANUARY 1885 - 3 JUNE 1887

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL ... TO GERMANY

of Lhe nature of a létter (whether separate or other“xsu)
If this'rule be infringed, the packet will be ch% \

/— Jéi*
: gt
; ijﬁ’;/,ﬁ:: M’“"‘7

11 OCTOBER 1886
ONE-HALF PENCE NEWSPAPER-RATE TO GERMANY.

(GRANDE DRETAGNE ET IRLANDE)

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS

9 NOVEMBER 1886

ONE PENCE POSTAL-CARD RATE TO GERMANY.

DATER DIALS ARE FOUND WITH/WITHOUT STARS (TWO STYLES)
... PROBABLY TO DESIGNATE POSTMARK DIE *1' AND '2'.



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IV ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT.
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS NOW FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

15 JANUARY 1885 - 3 JUNE 1887

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL ... TO INDIA

W

21 JANUARY 1887

COMMERCIAL COVER TO MADRAS, INDIA.
FIVE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMPS. ..
'27 JANUARY 1887 .. SEA POST OFFICE'
' 9 FEBRUARY 1887 .. NUNGUMRAUKUM'
' 9 FEBRUARY 1887 .. MADRAS'



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IV ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT.
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS NOW FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.

15 JANUARY 1885 - 3 JUNE 1887

HOSTER MARKING ..
PICTORIAL-ARTWORK ON COVER

27 MARCH 1886

WATERCOLOR PAINTING OF "ST. GEORGE'S HILL' IN
SURREY, ENGLAND. ARTIST UNKNOWN.

SINCE COVER WAS PROPERLY FED INTO THE HOSTER
MACHINE BUT PAINTING IS ON THE SIDE, THE HOSTER
POSTMARK DID NOT POSTMARK THE POSTAGE REQUIRING ...
A HANDSTAMP (HOODED LONDON DATER).

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.



HOSTER MACHINE

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL

29 OCTOBER 1885

MOURNING COVER TO
AUSTRALIA.

SIX PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO
AUSTRALIA.

BACKSTAMP:
"MELBOURNE, 7 DECEMBER
1885".

POSTMARK TYPE V ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS ALSO FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
SIMILAR TO "TYPE IV' EXCEPT WITH THE FIGURES '11°'
'22" IN RIGHT OBLITERATOR-FOOT.

22 DECEMBER 1884 - 3 JANUARY 1887

: 7
‘~/£é<~{.£¢ 2 ZZ e z/

R L/égi;— /fgi?éi”“’e <
\w/

L / :
)zl /// /z ./.’/{‘—f/( DN

Y

s .
s¢/zz/arf<,&,‘

2 = 5
R .

10 AUGUST 1885

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
TO SWEDEN.




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE VI ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
SIMILAR TO "TYPE V' EXCEPT WITH ROMAN-NUMERAL 'XXII°',
T22" AND NOW ALSO "1 IN RIGHT OBLITERATOR-FOOT.

23 DECEMBER 1884 - 14 JULY 1886

LARGE-SIZE MAIL

H = 14Tmm W = 187mm

24 DECEMBER 1885

DOMESTIC CHRISTMAS CARD.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL.



Christmas Card 1885

RS AERS
e




HOSTER MACHINE

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL

2 FEBRUARY 1885

COMMERCIAL SINGLE-WEIGHT
COVER TO BORDEAUX,
FRANCE.

"ZZ' IN DATER DIAL
DENOTES LATE ARRIVAL
OR SUBMISSION AT THE
POST OFFICE.

BACKSTAMPS :
Transit:

"CALAIS, 3 FEBRUARY
1885"

Arrival:

"BORDEAUX, 6 FEBRUARY
1885"

FRANKING:

2-1/2 PENCE ...

SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
RATE TO FRANCE.

rroir A« HENRY & CO. (Late LEBEAU & CO.), @nnimi :

28a, FRIDAY STREET, Lema{:"'
e 3

&

o

POSTMARK TYPE VI ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
SIMILAR TO "TYPE-V' EXCEPT WITH ROMAN-NUMERAL 'XXI1°',
'22" AND NOW ALSO "1" IN RIGHT OBLITERATOR FOOT.

23 DECEMBER 1884 - 14 JULY 1886

LR e

12 AUGUST 1885

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
MAIL TO GUELPH, ONTARIO,
CANADA. . .CLOSED ENVELOPE.

'T" AND "6" MARKINGS
APPLIED AT LONDON.

SENDER UNDERFRANKED THE
COVER BY THREE PENCE
RESULTING IN POSTAGE

DUE BY THE RECIPIENT

OF THE EQUIVALENT OF SIX
PENCE (3 PENCE MISSING
POSTAGE + 3 PENCE PENALTY).

BACKSTAMP:

"GUELPH, ONTARIO,
24 AUGUST 1885"

FRANKING:

ONE PENCE APPLIED BUT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN FOUR
PENCE FOR THE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
CANADA.



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE VIl ...

* 14 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
OBLITERATOR MARKINGS ALSO FOUND LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
SIMILAR TO "TYPE V' EXCEPT WITH THE FIGURES '23°
(MACHINE SERIAL NUMBER) AND '1' OR "2' (DIE NUMBERS)
IN RIGHT OBLITERATOR-FOOT.

2 APRIL 1885 - 28 OCTOBER 1885

27 JULY 1885

THIS POSTMARK TYPE IS
THE FIRST TO DESIGNATE
EACH DIE OF THE HOSTER
MACHINE.. NOTE '1' IN /
LOWER RICHT OBLITERATOR- ¢
FOOT.

ONE-PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE ..
COVERING SINGLE-WEICGHT
(1-0Z) LETTER-RATE.

8 SEPTEMBER 1885

e D o %@%A | NOTE '2' IN LOWER RIGHT

OBLITERATOR-FOOT.

o2 W (_,e PR ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL CARD



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE VIII ...

* 17 THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
POSTMARK DIE MARKINGS "1" OR "2" LOWER LEFT OF THE
DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL & MACHINE SERIAL NUMBER
(OFTEN UNREADABLE) "29" IN UPPER LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' IN DATER DIAL WITH & WITHOUT
CENTER STAR.

23 NOVEMBER 1885 - 25 DECEMBER 1887

POSTMARK DIE "1" WITH 'STAR' IN DATER DIAL CENTER

10 AUGUST 1886

COMMERCIAL COVER TO
NORWAY .

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO NORWAY.

2 NOVEMBER 1886

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
COVER.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE.




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE VIII ...

* 17 THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT WITH
POSTMARK DIE MARKINGS "1' OR '2" LOWER LEFT OF THE
DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL & MACHINE SERIAL NUMBER
(OFTEN UNREADABLE) '29" IN UPPER LEFT OF DATER DIAL.
YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' IN DATER DIAL WITH & WITHOUT
CENTER STAR.

23 NOVEMBER 1885 - 25 DECEMBER 1887

POSTMARK DIE "2' WITHOUT 'STAR' IN DATER DIAL CENTER

15 APRIL 1886

COMMERCIAL COVER TO
SCOTLAND.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.

1 JANUARY 1886

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
COVER.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IX ...

* 16-19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. MONTH & DAY INDICATION PARALLEL WITH A PAIR
OF STARS IN DATER DIAL.

19 APRIL 1887 - 16 DECEMBER 1891

THIS PARTICULAR HOSTER POSTMARK TYPE HAS ONLY BEEN FOUND
ON OVERSEAS-DESTINATION MAIL .. CAUSING THE BELIEF THAT
THE MACHINE WAS DEDICATED TO PROCESS SUCH MAIL ONLY.

18 MAY 1887

TN

REDIRECTED MAIL IN
NEW ZEALAND!

SIX PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO NEW
ZEALAND WITH ADDED TWO
PENCE NEW ZEALAND-POSTAGE
FOR REDIRECTION.

ONLY RECORDED REDIRECTED

L I s Gl S [H e nie g?ﬂéé”r’f/
-2/ /W’{ Vel W :
| eidtiand. LN

31 MARCH 1888

COMMERCIAL MAIL COVER TO
GERMANY .

2-1/2 PENCE (TWO COLOR)
SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
TO GERMANY.




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IX ...

* 16-19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. MONTH & DAY INDICATION PARALLEL WITH A PAIR
OF STARS IN DATER DIAL.

19 APRIL 1887 - 16 DECEMBER 1891

POSTMARK EXAMPLES WITH & WITHOUT 'STAR' IN CENTER OF DIAL

23 JANUARY 1889

COMMERCIAL MAIL TO ;
BELGIUM. .
AN e

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT A
LETTER-RATE TO BELGIUM. % /{/ @%

NOTE 'STAR' IN CENTER OF
DATER DIAL.

OLD BROAD E
\ j

28 JANUARY 1889

COMMERCIAL MAIL TO
FRANCE..

5 2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
FRANCE .

ﬂ%/zﬂ d ‘é < NOTE NO 'STAR'" IN

CENTER OF DATER DIAL.

N

6, UNIOHN COURT,
oLD BROAD sT.,

Lonpoy, £8:




HOSTER MACHINE

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL .. FRANCE

POSTMARK TYPE IX ...

* 16-19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. MONTH & DAY INDICATION PARALLEL WITH A
PAIR OF STARS IN DATER DIAL.

19 APRIL 1887 - 16 DECEMBER 1891

3 AUGUST 1887

COMMERCIAL COVER TO
PARIS.

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO FRANCE...
TWO COLOR FRANKING.

15 OCTOBER 1887

COMMERCIAL COVER TO
COGNAC.

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO FRANCE ...
SINGLE FRANKING.

-0



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IX ...

* 16-19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. MONTH & DAY INDICATION PARALLEL WITH A STAR
IN CENTER OF DATER DIAL.

19 APRIL 1887 - 16 DECEMBER 1891

OVERSEAS POSTAL-CARD MAIL

r e
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE /, (

5 SRS TR | POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & Imqmvp

3 § .
COMPIERCIAL “HATL . (GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) {\ '

POSTAL CARD TO GERMANY. C
| THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS\\{ (V%)
RECEIVAL MARKING: | i\\\
'DUSSELDORF - ANKUNFT,
6 JANUARY 1888"

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD T FrrtlF 22t Ovsttuq_
RATE TO OVERSEAS
DESTINATIONS.

3 NOVEMBER 1888

"ZZ" IN DATER DIAL
INDICATING "LATE DELIVERY"
TO POST OFFICE.

(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) ﬂﬁ
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SO-D

NON-COMMERCIAL POSTAL CARD
TO SWITZERLAND.

RECEIVAL MARK ING:
’ "PONTARL | ER-NEUCHATEL ,
| 11 NOVEMBER 1888"

J ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD-RATE
OVERSEAS.

| LI



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE IX ...

* 16-19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. MONTH & DAY INDICATION PARALLEL WITH A
STAR IN CENTER OF DATER DIAL.

19 APRIL 1887 - 16 DECEMBER 1891

SMALL-SIZE MAIL

H=73mm W = 9%mm

22 NOVEMBER 1890

SMALLEST-SIZE COVER POSTMARKED BY
A HOSTER MACHINE.

TWO & ONE-HALF PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO FRANCE.

BACKSTAMP :
'"DUNIERES/LOIRE, 24 NOVEMBER 1890



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE X ...

* 19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL HAVING DATE &
YEAR IN ONE LINE, WITH CODE 'A' AT THE TOP, AND
BOTTOM CODE LETTERS .. 'G", "0", 'R", 'W' OR 'ZZ'.

12 JANUARY 1889 - 28 FEBRUARY 1891

10 FEBRUARY 1891

DOMESTIC MAIL COVER HAVE 'ZZ' IN DIAL ..
POSSIBLY INDICATING '"LATE MAIL DELIVERY TO
POST OFFICE"'.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL.

BACKSTAMP:
'BIRMINGHAM, 11 FEBRUARY 1891°"



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE XI ...

* 19 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT
TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL NUMBERS.
DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL WITH CODE NUMBER AT TOP AND
HAVING YEAR DATE AT BOTTOM OF DIAL WITHOUT ANY STARS
OR "EC'.

21 OCTOBER 1889 - 30 NOVEMBER 1891

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL ... TO BELGIUM

16 FEBRUARY 1891

ONE PENCE POSTAL-CARD TO BELGIUM.

ARRIVAL POSTMARK:
'MAESEYCK, 17 FEBRUARY 1891"'



'HOSTER MACHINE | POSTMARK TYPE XII ...

* 14 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL WITH NUMBER CODE
AT TOP, YEAR INDICATION BETWEEN 'EC' AT BOTTOM AND
WITH OR WITHOUT STAR IN DIAL CENTER.

1 MARCH 1890 - 12 JUNE 1893

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL

14 FEBRUARY 1891

COMMERCIAL COVER TO
GERMANY .

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
.. POSTAL STATIONERY.

BACKSTAMP:

"HAMBURG,
16 FEBRUARY 1891'

Tame——y g

———

20 FEBRUARY 1893

COMMERCIAL-MAIL POSTAL —
CARD TO THE UNITED STATES :
OF AMERICA.

ONE PENCE POSTAL-CARD RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
YNEW YORK, MARCH 1, 1893"

NOTE: "1893' HOSTER MARKS
WHICH ARE COMPLETE, CLEAR
AND READABLE ARE VERY
SCARCE.




HOSTER MACHINE

ADVERTISING COVER MAIL

POSTMARK TYPE XI11 ...

* 14 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL WITH NUMBER CODE
AT TOP, YEAR INDICATION BETWEEN "EC' AT BOTTOM AND
WITH OR WITHOUT STAR IN DIAL CENTER.

1 MARCH 1890 - 12 JUNE 1893

¢ i R
TELEGRAPHIC & CABLE ADDRESS, 'BENNETT LONDON.'

S %, -

8 JANUARY 1891

EARLY USAGE OF ADVERTISING ON COVER...
FROM LONDON AGENCY OF "NEW YORK HERALD'

NEWSPAPER.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC

MAIL.

BACKSTAMP (RED INK):
'"LONDON N.W. 8 JANAURY 1891"'



HOSTER MACHINE

13 JUNE 1890

COMMERCIAL-MAIL COVER
TO SWITZERLAND.

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
'GENEVE, 14 JUNE 1890°'

POSTMARK TYPE XIII ...

* 16-18 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT AND 3 BARS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (LEFT-
SIDE OF DATER) WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL HAVING NUMERICAL
OR LETTER CODE AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STAR IN DIAL
CENTER, AND YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' AT BOTTOM.

OCTOBER 1889 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1893

s \“',;fz;iuu (i:::>
SN s
um//z/@

-

feecrcerrecrgeErEeECrteE PO CRE et e e ERE TR ERERECEEEEEErEERETR

o-.-mo-oc---.ooncnso-..--o..-o.---m-o--0-..0'00-.-----.v-.o--o.o.--.q;gg-vu'.o--vc-

2 TO OPEN THE LETTER CARD, TEAR OFF THE EDGE AT THE PERFORATION.
»

15 MARCH 1892

POSTAL STATIONERY
USAGE.

ONE PENCE RATE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL.

e od

BACKSTAMP:
"ANERLEY, 16 MARCH
1892'

LR R R R R RN RN )



HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE XIII ...

* 16-18 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT AND 3 BARS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (LEFT-
SIDE OF DATER) WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE
SERIAL NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL HAVING
NUMERICAL OR LETTER CODE AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STAR
IN DIAL CENTER, AND YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' AT BOTTOM.

OCTOBER 1889 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1893

12 APRIL 1890

DOMESTIC POSTAL STATIONERY
WITH ADDED POSTAGE ON
GERMAN-BOUND COVER.

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO GERMANY.

BACKSTAMP:
"BREMERHAVEN,
14. APRIL 1890, 1-2 AM"

— - -

' UNION POSTALE UNI‘VERS_ELL'E ,‘:;"f-;‘f\,.'
. . e e
; POST CABB—GREAT BRITAIN & I_RELAJ(p. i 6 MAY 1890
' GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) \ kiy 72" IN POSTMARK ...

INDICATION OF LATE

e Houy
THE ADDRES}S ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIPEQ. 2 ARRIVAL AT POST OFFICE.

L Ty

ONE PENCE UPU POSTAL CARD
TO GERMANY.




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE X111 ...

* 16-18 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT AND 3 BARS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (LEFT-
SIDE OF DATER) WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL HAVING NUMERICAL
OR LETTER CODE AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STAR IN DIAL
CENTER, AND YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' AT BOTTOM.

OCTOBER 1889 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1893

VARIETY MARKINGS .. TYPE XIII

27 JULY 1892

NOTE: HOSTER MARKING
WITH "BRIDGE' CONNECTION
AT BOTTOM OF OBLITERATOR!

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.

BACKSTAMP:
"COUPAR ANGUS,
28 JULY 1892°

——— )
—y

21 JUNE 1890

—
— - — — —

“ —Og'ffﬁ"”f"w«’a TR
By ?ﬂ/;r- i ‘Vﬁ
% % ¢
y

on ;;' .):.4. i ’~.

7/

NOTE: '22" MACHINE
SERIAL NUMBER IN
UPPER-LEFT POSTMARK
CORNER!

2-1/2 PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
TO GERMANY.

BACKSTAMP:

"HAMBURG, 28 JUNE
1890°"




HOSTER MACHINE POSTMARK TYPE XIII ...

* 16-18 (OFTEN UNDERINKED) THIN BARS DESCENDING FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT AND 3 BARS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (LEFT-
SIDE OF DATER) WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL
NUMBERS. DOUBLE CIRCLE DATER DIAL HAVING NUMERICAL
OR LETTER CODE AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STAR IN DIAL
CENTER, AND YEAR DATE BETWEEN "EC' AT BOTTOM.

OCTOBER 1889 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1893

1893.. END OF HOSTER MACHINE USAGE

8 FEBRUARY 1893

COMMERCIAL-MAIL
POSTAL CARD.

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL
CARD RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.

22 FEBRUARY 1893

DOMESTIC MAIL COVER. ]

ONE PENCE (2x 1/2 PENCE)
SINGLE-WEICHT LETTER-
RATE FOR DOMESTIC MAIL.




HOSTER MACHINE NEWSPAPER BRANCH .. TRIAL

* 28mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL INDICATING 'NPB',
HAVING 4 OR 5 STARS IN DIAL AND HAVING A
14-BAR OBLITERATOR DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
--. LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF DATER DIAL ONLY.

17 AUGUST 1885 - 8 JULY 1887

DOMESTIC USAGE ..
NEWSPAPER WRAPPER FROM LONDON TO
WHITEHAVEN.

NOTE "ZZ' CODE IN DIAL .. INDICATING
"LATE DELIVERY' TO POST OFFICE.

1/2 PENCE RATE FOR PRINTED-MATTER MAIL.



HOSTER MACHINE NEWSPAPER BRANCH .. TRIAL

* 28mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL INDICATING 'NPB',
HAVING 4 OR 5 STARS IN DIAL AND HAVING A
14-BAR OBLITERATOR DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
--. LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF DATER DIAL ONLY.

17 AUGUST 1885 - 8 JULY 1887

NEWSPAPER MAIL TO GERMANY

NOTE PARTICULARLY CLEAR
POSTMARK AS WELL AS WRAPPER
FOLD .. INDICATING THAT
WRAPPERS WERE PRECANCELLED!




HOSTER MACHINE

DOT MATRIX OBLITERATOR TRIAL

* 30mm DIAMETER DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL
HAVING A DOT MATRIX OBLITERATOR.

SRS i 2 FEBRUARY - 21 MARCH 1887

S

A o o a a o &

gl B &

2 FEBRUARY 1887

EARLIEST RECORDED USAGE
DATE!

1/2 PENCE POSTAL CARD
USED DOMESTICALLY.

9 MARCH 1887
MOURNING COVER TO HARROGATE.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC MAIL.




HOSTER MACHINE

30 MARCH 1886

COMMERCIAL MAIL COVER
TO A BRITISH OFFICER
SERVING IN INDIA.

5 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE FOR MAIL TO

INDIA.

REDIRECTED FROM MEERKUT

TO CHAKRATA...

'SEA POST OFFICE,

9 APRIL 1886"'

"MEERKUT, 22 APRIL 1886"
"CHAKRATA, 23 APRIL 1886"

CHARING CROSS POST OFFICE TRIAL

* 19 THICK BARS DESCENDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
WITH NO POSTMARK DIE OR MACHINE SERIAL NUMBERS.
29mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH LETTER CODE AT TOP.

1 SEPTEMBER 1885 - 7 DECEMBER 1887

N b 1 W I

s

< il

i > £ / 7
-/;:’-/( ﬂ’/_. /(//J/f/‘ﬁfc’

3F .
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—
b

/
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\

gl ool v P
P -l /;/-'/( Setlleeio

1 DECEMBER 1885

FOLDED-LETTER TO PARIS.

A 2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO FRANCE.

ARRIVAL BACKSTAMP:
'"PARIS, 2 DECEMBER 1885"'



HOSTER MACHINE

15 MAY 1886

RECEIVAL MARK ON INBOUND
COVER FROM "LONDON S'.

EARLIEST KNOWN HOSTER
RECEIVAL MARKING!

RECEIVAL MARKINGS .. TYPE 1

* 29mm DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL INDICATING
'"LONDON EC" AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STARS
IN DIAL AND YEAR DATE AT BOTTOM. ORANGE-
RED POSTMARK INK.

1886 - 1890

S

3 MARCH 1890

o RECEIVAL MARKING
ON INBOUND BANK
COVER FROM
KIRKOALDY.



HOSTER MACHINE

RECEIVAL MARKINGS .. TYPE I1

* 30mm DOUBLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL INDICATING
"LONDON EC' AT TOP, WITH OR WITHOUT STAR
IN DIAL CENTER AND WITH INDICATION OF
MACHINE SERIAL NUMBER '29' (SOMETIMES
OVERINKED) NEAR YEAR DATE.

1887 - 1891

30 AUGUST 1887

RECEIVAL MARKING ON
INBOUND COMMERCIAL
MAIL FROM LIVERPOOL.

NOTE PARTICULARLY
CLEAR INDICATION OF
MACHINE SERIAL NUMBER
*29°'.

= s
PROFESSOR '\~
2% oF
f.';’{ N '_U-SIC-
o\ Pignos Tuned
"o\ & Repaired

13 JANUARY 1891

BOLTON.

RECEIVAL MARKING ON INBOUND
COMMERCIAL POSTAL CARD FROM



ETHRIDGE MACHINE SEPTEMBER 1886 -

20 APRIL 1887

BASED ON A DESIGN & PATENT HELD BY MARTIN V.B. ETHRIDGE,
THE '"AMERICAN POSTAL MACHINES COMPANY' OF BOSTON,
MASSACHUSETTS, FURNISHED THE BRITISH POST OFFICE IN
LONDON WITH ONE OF THEIR POSTMARKING MACHINES FOR
TESTING IN 1886. ALTHOUGH THE MACHINE-TRIALS WERE
CONDUCTED OVER A REASONABLE PERIOD, THE POSTAL
AUTHORITIES REJECTED THE MACHINE SiNCE IT EFFECTIVELY
ONLY POSTMARKED NINETY LETTERS A MINUTE!

THE "ETHRIDGE MACHINE', AS IT IS REFERRED TO IN BRITAIN
("AMERICAN MACHINE' REFERENCE IN NORTH AMERICA), WAS

THE FIRST POSTMARKING MACHINE TO APPLY A POSTMARK
HAVING HORIZONTAL OBLITERATOR LINES. THE FULL POSTMARK
CONSISTS OF A 25mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH SIX
HORIZONTAL LINES.

6 DECEMBER 1886

ETHRIDGE POSTMARK APPLIED TO A GERMAN
POSTAL REPLY CARD...

ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE!

RECEIVAL HANDSTAMP:
'BINGEN, 7 DECEMBER 1886"'



ETHRIDGE MACHINE

INTERMITTENT TRIALS ...

SEPTEMBER 1886 - 20 APRIL 1887

23 OCTOBER 1886

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
MAIL COVER.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
"BURTON WESTMORELAND,
24 OCTOBER 1886"

14 MARCH 1887

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
MAIL COVER.

ONE PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
"WELLS, 15 MARCH
1887"

i3 £ 1 : x;
%\*‘,\x



MALIN MACHINE

INTERMITTENT TRIALS ...

30 SEPTEMBER 1890 -
12 FEBRUARY 1891

INTERMITTENTLY, DURING A SIX-MONTH PERIOD IN 1890-1891,
A TRIAL WAS HELD WITH THE SOCALLED "MALIN MACHINE'.
LITTLE IS TODAY FOUND IN BRITISH POSTAL ARCHIVES ABOUT
THE MACHINE TRIAL, OR THE MACHINE ITSELF, OTHER THAN
THAT THE MACHINE WAS REJECTED BECAUSE IT COULD ONLY
POSTMARK A MAXIMUM OF 100 LETTERS/MINUTE...

IT, HOWEVER, APPEARS THAT THE MACHINE PRIMARILY WAS
USED TO APPLY ORIGIN POSTMARKS ON OUTGOING-MAIL
TO OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS .. MAINLY POSTAL CARDS.

ITS POSTMARK ...

—

lg{
?))’

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE B 5

TSARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND

RANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE)
RESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE,

30 JANUARY 1891

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD TO HOLLAND.

ONE OF FOUR RECORDED MALIN MACHINE
STRIKES!



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE ...
FIRST TRIAL 25 AUGUST - 14 SEPTEMBER 1893

IN AUGUST, 1893, G.W. HEY & M.J. DOLPHIN, FOUNDERS
OF THE 'INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SUPPLY COMPANY' OF
NEW YORK FURNISHED THE GENERAL POST OFFICE AT
LONDON WITH A PAID POSTMARKING MACHINE FOR TESTING.
ACCORDING TO REPORTS, THE ELECTICALLY-OPERATED
MACHINE FUNCTIONED WELL, BUT THE POST AUTHORITIES
REJECTED IT BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH RENTAL COST.

POSTMARK: 22.5mm DIAMETER SINGLE-CIRCLE DATER DIAL
WITH A SEVEN-LINE (52mm LENGTH) OBLITERATOR HAVING
THE NUMERAL '1' RIGHT-SIDE OF THE MARKING.

29 AUGUST 1893

COMMERCIAL PRINTED-
MATTER NEWSPAPER
WRAPPER SENT TO

A DOMESTIC ADDRESS ..
"BRIGHTHOLME"™.

1/2 PENCE PRINTED-
MATTER RATE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL.

14 SEPTEMBER 1893

LATEST RECORDED
TRIAL USAGE & ONLY
RECORDED LAST-DAY
USAGE EXAMPLE!

! : ; ; ] 1/2 PENCE
k. : % p  PRINTED-MATTER RATE
¥ : - TO GERMANY!

bt = e i e NP |



IMPERIAL MACHINE 1897 EVALUATION

GPO

SS 281

IN JULY, 1896, THE IMPERIAL MAIL MARKING MACHINE
COMPANY OF CANADA OFFERED THE BRITISH POST OFFICE
THEIR "IMPERIAL" MACHINE FOR EVALUATION AND TRIALS.
SIMILAR MACHINES WERE ALREADY IN FIELD USAGE IN
CANADA. IT WOULD, HOWEVER, BE FIRST IN 1897 WHEN
THE BRITISH POST OFFICE HOULD EVALUATE THE MACHINE,
ALONG WITH A POSTMARKING DIE SIMILAR TO ONE USED

IN CANADA FOR THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE YEAR.

NO MAIL WAS PROCESSED, BUT, RATHER, ONLY TRIAL
PROOFS ARE KNOWN. THE MACHINE WAS NOT ACCEPTED,

BUT LOST OUT TO THE MUCH MORE EFFICIENT 'BICKERDIKE'
MACHINE BEING TESTED CONCURRENTLY.

{M\\\\
'« W \\\\
ST \\\\\\“

t.i =

.\ \\\ \‘

h\\\“\ \““ 3\
o /

PROOF EXAMPLES OF THE EMPIRE MACHINE POSTMARK (IN
VIOLET INK) ON A BRITISH "GENERAL POST OFFICE"
UNWATERMARKED FILE PAGE. ONE OF TWO PROOF EXAMPLES
RECORDED!



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
5 OCTOBER 1897 -

LONDON FIRST TRIAL 26 NOVEMBER 1897

IN MARCH 1897, AN AGENT FOR THE CANADIAN POSTAL SUPPLY
COMPANY OF MONTREAL, CANADA, APPROACHED THE BRITISH
POST OFFICE TO OFFER FOUR OF THEIR "BICKERDIKE' POST-
MARKING MACHINES FOR TRIAL TO WHICH THE POST OFFICE
AGREED.

IN SEPTEMBER 1897, FOUR MACHINES WERE DELIVERED TO
THE LONDON POST OFFICE WITH TEST RUNS FOR THREE
MONTHS. VERY LITTLE GENUINE MAIL WAS USED DURING THE
TRIALS, AND THAT WHICH HAS SURVIVED IS VERY SCARCE.

TWO VARIETIES OF POSTMARKS WERE USED DURING THE TRIAL.

WITHOUT SERIF ON 'VR'

5 OCTOBER - 25 NOVEMBER 1897

WITH SERIF ON 'VR'

6 OCTOBER - 26 NOVEMBER 1897

6 OCTOBER 1897

EXAMPLES OF BOTH TRIAL POSTMARKS WITH THE SAME
DATE FROM THE EARLY TRIAL PERIOD WHEN GENUINE MAIL
WAS POSTMARKED AND DISTRIBUTED.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

5 OCTOBER 1897 -
LONDON FIRST TRIAL

26 NOVEMBER 1897

r W
22 OCTOBER 1897 j 0{40 ) VAN
WITHOUT SERIF ON 'VR'. ocT22 V oD R 4
ONE PENCE DOMESTIC-RATE - s s
POSTAL STATIONERY ENVELOPE ; Z =

... SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER- P \/8al. S e
RATE. : —

&0 D " 24 NOVEMBER 1897
NOV24\ R e WITH SERIF ON "VR'.
6 P M .—.--, s ONE PENCE DOMESTIC-RATE
i POSTAL STATIONERY ENVELOPE
48 ¢ «.. SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
/%/54&4 ~~ B



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ... 5 OCTOBER 1897 -
LONDON FIRST TRIAL 26 NOVEMBER 1897

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL

6 OCTOBER 1897

COMMERCIAL-MAIL POSTAGE-DUE COVER TO SWITZERLAND.
EARLIEST RECORDED USAGE FOR THIS POSTMARK (WITH
SERIF ON "VR') AND ONLY REPORTED OVERSEAS MAIL
EXAMPLE!

FIFTY-CENTIMES POSTAGE-DUE FRANKING COVERING
MISSING 2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
SWITZERLAND, .. PLUS-PENALTY/2% + 2% PENCE = 50 CENTIMES.

BACKSTAMP: "WINTERTHUR BRIEFPOST, 7 OCTOBER 1897"



EMPIRE MACHINE 15, 17, 18, 21 MARCH 1898

MR. MARTIN V.B. ETHRIDGE, PREVIOUSLY AFFILIATED WITH
THE "AMERICAN POSTAL HACHINES COMPANY', i.e. "ETHRIDGE
MACHINE TRIAL' (1886-1887), USING THE NAHE "EMPIRE
CANCELLING MACHINE COMPANY' OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, NOW ATTEMPTED TO SELL THE BRITISH POST OFFICE
HIS 'EHPIRE MACHINE" .

TRIALS OF THAT MACHINE WERE HELD ON FOUR DAYS IN
MARCH, 1898, FOR ONE HOUR EACH DAY. ALTHOUGH THE
'"EMPIRE" LOOKED AND FUNCTIONED SIMILARLY TO THE
'"BICKERDIKE' WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN TESTED, ITS
PERFORMANCE WAS INFERIOR AND WAS REJECTED.

NL)
/ T o
2-30P
(599

21 MARCH 1898

LAST DAY OF TRIAL.

ONE OF FIVE RECORDED POSTMARK
EXAMPLES!



BOSTON MACHINE ...
TRIAL 27 AUGUST - 30 SEPTEMBER 1898

SOON AFTER THE BICKERDIKE MACHINE FIRST TRIAL WAS COMPLETED
IN NOVEMBER, 1897, DISAGREEMENT ON PURCHASE TERMS FOR THOSE
MACHINES AROSE BETWEEN THE BRITISH POST OFFICE AND THE
CANADIAN POSTAL SUPPLY COMPANY.

THAT IMPASSE, ALTHOUGH SHORT-LIVED, ENABLED THE 'AMERICAN
POSTAL MACHINES COMPANY' OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, TO SUBMIT
THEIR "BOSTON MACHINE' FOR TESTING, WHICH TOOK PLACE BETWEEN
AUGUST - SEPTEMBER, 1898.

POSTMARK: 22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH SEVEN WAVY-LINE
OBLITERATOR WITH "1" IN THE CENTER.

31 AUGUST 1898

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC POSTAL CARD ..
COMMERCIAL MAIL USAGE.

TWELVE EXAMPLES RECORDED!



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

SOON AFTER THE INITIAL "BOSTON MACHINE TRIAL' WAS DETERMINED
TO BE SUCCESSFUL, THE BRITISH POST OFFICE DECIDED TO EXTEND
TESTING OF BOTH THE BICKERDIKE & BOSTON MACHINES BY LEASING
SIX UNITS OF EACH FOR AN INITIAL TWELVE MONTH PERIOD.

POSTMARK: 22mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH "1899' IN FULL AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE DATER DIAL AND A SEVEN-LINE
OBLITERATOR ILLUSTRATING A 'VICTORIAN CROWN'
BETWEEN 'VR' WITH MACHINE NUMBER (1 THRU 6)
INDICATED BELOW THE CROWN.

MACHINE "1'
ot - ) S s
ey
/ A (£ Bl
,A.UG :JI . o S Tt

¢ P Bk AR . . o

31 AUGUST 1899 ,
: 809
TYPE 1I: PR
LARGE TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON' & '1899'.
ONE PENCE SINGLE- w1
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE lrs. A Stuz?.rt,
FOR DOMESTIC ‘ :
COMMERCIAL MAIL ... | Scoer, L
PERFIN FRANKING. ‘ G
Bunessan,
MU L L.
L Yo s et e I T N
— - SR, - e

==/

8 DECEMBER 1899

TYPE I1:

SMALL TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON & 1899'.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

MACHINE '3' ...

DATER DIAL WITH SMALL OR LARGE TYPE-SIZE
"LONDON™ & "1899"

2 MAY 1899

TYPE 1I:

LARGE TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON" & ™1899"

HALF-PENCE PRINTED-MATTER
RATE TO GERMANY.

4 NOVEMBER 1899

TYPE 1:

LARGE TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON" & "1899"

MISREGISTRATION OF
POSTMARK RESULTING IN
HAND-CANCELLATION OF

3 NOVEMBER 1899

TYPE 11:

SMALL TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON" & "1899".

DATER DIAL WITHOUT INDICATION
OF TIME. TRIPLE-PASS THROUGH
THE CANCELLING-MACHINE MAY
HAVE BEEN A SPECIAL TEST ...




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

MACHINES '2' & '6' ...
MIXED TYPE-SIZE FOR "LONDON' & "1899°'

22 NOVEMBER 1899

MACHINE '2°'

LARGE TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON' & '6" ..
SMALL TYPE-SIZE FOR '1899'!

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE
POSTAL STATIONERY.

20 MAY 1899
MACHINE '6°'

SMALL TYPE-SIZE FOR
"LONDON" AND WIDELY
POSITIONED '1899"!

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-
WEIGHT DOMESTIC
LETTER-RATE.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

MACHINES '4' & '5' ...
MIXED TYPE-SIZE FOR "LONDON' & "1899°'

12 AUGUST 1899
MACHINE '4°*

SMALL-TYPE SIZE FOR
"LONDON' AND LARGE
TYPE-SIZE FOR "1899"!

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC ‘ :
POSTAL CARD .. COMMERCIAL . M
MAIL.

12 JUNE 1899

MACHINE '5'

LARGE TYPE-SIZE TYPE FOR
"LONDON" & '1899'.

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKED POSTAL
— -— % CARD ... DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
=L X MAIL.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

MACHINE '5" ...

DATER DIAL WITHOUT INDICATION OF TIME!

e i : 5 i a1 ‘_,'
G "L,imﬁ ) ol g S e RETTUPRAL A

25 JULY 1899
LARGE TYPE-SIZE FOR "LONDON"™ & "1899".
STANDARD ONE-PENCE LETTER-RATE MAIL

WITH DATER-DIAL HAVING NO INDICATION
OF TIME!



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL

20 JANUARY 1900

TWO PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO CANADA..

RECEIVAL POSTMARK :
(REVERSE SIDE)
'MONTREAL, 5 FEBRUARY g
1900' ... BICKERDIKE
MACHINE APPLICATION!

w3
B,
S\

13 SEPTEMBER 1899

2-1/2 PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE TO GERMANY.

RECEIVAL POSTMARK:
"MANNHEIM, 14-SEPTEMBER
1899°"

NOTE: COVER WAS IMPROPERLY
'"FACED' FOR FEED INTO THE
POSTMARKING MACHINE ..
RESULTING IN THE POSTMARK
APPLICATION AS PER EXAMPLE.




END OR AN ERA ...

DEMISE OF QUEEN VICTORIA

Yictoria

Queen of Great Britain & Treland
Empress of Tndia

Born 24th of May 1819
Died 22nd of January 1901

X S
[~ AUG |6

\ 15 -0

W Hodran 891

1837-1897

EXAMPLE OF A CANADIAN 'BICKERDIKE' MACHINE
POSTMARK OF 1897 COMMEMORATING THE 60th
ANNIVERSARY OF QUEEN VICTORIA'S REIGN ...
1837-1897 ... POSTMARKING A 'JUBILEE"' 1SSUED
STAMP.

1901

FOUR YEARS LATER ... QUEEN VICTORIA'S DEMISE
ON 22 JANUARY 1901 ENDED A DYNAMIC ERA IN
BRITISH POSTAL HISTORY.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

LONDON SECOND TRIAL JUNE-SEPTEMBER 1901

IERI

UPON THE DEMISE OF QUEEN VICTORIA ON 22 JANUARY 1901, THE
BRITISH POST OFFICE ORDERED THE ALTERATION OF THE OBLITERATOR
TYPE FROM "VR' TO "ER'. SUCH CHANGE TOOK PLACE MID-YEAR
1901. HOWEVER, THE "VICTORIAN CROWN' REMAINED IN USE WITH
"ER' UNTIL IT ALSO WAS ALTERED BY SEPTEMBER 1901.

-. "VICTORIAN CROWN VARIETY'

NYSTEN
15 JULY 1901 : s ﬁ) 9}
‘ : JUVGER

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT fri .y 2 e g
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE ..

COMMERCIAL MAIL. e /

MACHINE "1" USAGE.

4 JULY 1901

MACHINE '3' USAGE

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
FOR DOMESTIC PRINTED-
MATTER MAIL ..
COMMERCIAL MAIL.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LIVERPOOL TRIAL & USAGE 1900 - 1901

DURING THE 1899 FIRST TRIAL AT LONDON, THE BRITISH POST
OFFICE DECIDED TO EXPAND TRIALS TO THE CITY OF LIVERPOOL,
AND, ACCORDINGLY, TWO ADDITIONAL BICKERDIKE MACHINES HERE
LEASED FOR TRIAL THERE.

POSTMARK: 22mm DIAMETER DATER-DIAL WITH TWO-DIGIT YEAR
DATE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DATER-DIAL AND A
SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR ILLUSTRATING A "VICTORIAN
CROWN' BETWEEN 'VR' WITH MACHINE NUMBERS '1' OR
'2" INDICATED BELOW THE CROWN.

MACHINE '1°

24 DECEMBER 1900

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD

FOR OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS
... COMMERCIAL MAIL TO
GERMANY .

RECEIVAL MARK:
"HAMBURG, 26 DECEMBER
1900"

/g‘Rp\
Ay 2
] NOGE !"5

@ &

19 JUNE 1901

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
RATE FOR PRINTED-MATTER.

RECEIVAL POSTMARK:
'HULL, 19 JUNE 1901



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
LIVERPOOL TRIAL & USAGE 1901 - 1904

UPON THE DEMISE OF QUEEN VICTORIA ON 22 JANUARY 1901,

BY MID-YEAR THE OBLITERATORS OF THE 'LIVERPOOL BICKER-
DIKES' WERE ALTERED FROM 'VR' TO '"ER' MAINTAINING THE

EXISTING CROWN DESIGN.

MACHINE '2°"

2 JANUARY 1902

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT 7
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE {tho ot
.. COMMERCIAL MAIL

24 FEBRUARY 1902

ONE-HALF PENCE
DOMESTIC POSTAL CARD

NOTE: INCOMPLETE 'E'
IN OBLITERATOR WAS
PROBABLY THE RESULT OF
BROKEN TYPE.

3

¥
v

)

N

‘g‘ ek



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

FIELD USAGE

VICTORIAN PERIOD .. 1900-1901

IN MAY 1900, THE BRITISH POST OFFICE DECIDED THAT THE HERETOFORE
BICKERDIKE MACHINES (EIGHT MACHINES) ON TRIAL AND LEASED WOULD

BE PURCHASED AND REMAIN IN FIELD USE.

WITH THE ADVENT OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, THE DATER DIALS WERE
ALTERED TO REFLECT TWO-DIGIT YEAR DATES.

MACHINES *1' & '2'

31 JANUARY 1901
MACHINE '1°

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC POSTAL STATIONERY

ENVELOPE .. COMMERCIAL MAIL

Y

/

)_ >
f\/a/zz// ffz/,{/

/(dsz/

g/

AL

28 NOVEMBER 1900

MACHINE '2°

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE..

REDIRECTED MAIL TO
ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA.

MISREGISTRATION OF THE
MACHINE POSTMARK RESULTED
IN A PEN CANCEL TO THE
FRANKING AND SUBSEQUENT
HAND-CANCEL APPLIED AT
'CAMPDEN" FOR REDIRECTION
OF THE MAIL.

RECEIVAL POSTMARK:
(REVERSE SIDE)
'ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA,
30 NOVEMBER 1900'

NOTE: UNUSUAL DATE
ELEMENT IN "CAMPDEN'
POSTMARK.. '28 29'



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

FIELD USAGE VICTORIAN PERIOD .. 1900-1901

T
Vo~

o AT

=

P

MACHINES '4', '5' & '6"

3

14 MARCH 1900
MACHINE '5°'
DOMESTIC MAIL COVER

FROM LONDON TO
GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

a5

.l
&
B

1 MAY 1901
MACHINE '4°*

DOMESTIC MAIL COVER TO
A RAILWAY OFFICE ..
LONDON TO SWANSEA, ENGLAND

17 MAY 1900

GENERAL DELIVERY MAIL
COVER FROM LONDON TO
LLANDUDNO, WALES

ALL EXAMPLES...

ONE-PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

FIELD USAGE EDWARDIAN PERIOD .. TYPE I
1901 - 1903

AS NEW "ER' & 'EDWARDIAN CROWN' DIES WERE RECEIVED BY THE
POST OFFICE, THE POSTMARK DIES OF ALL SIX MACHINES WERE
ALTERED TO THOSE.

'ER" POSTMARK TYPE I: 24mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH TWO-DIGIT
YEAR DATE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DATER DIAL
AND A SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR ILLUSTRATING
AN EDWARDIAN CROWN BETWEEN 'ER' WITH THE
MACHINE NUMBER (1 thru 6) INDICATED BELOW
THE CROWN.

MACHINES '2' & '3°

-

13 SEPTEMBER 1901 . e
MACHINE '2°

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE..
TO SCOTLAND.

4 Muir Park Gardens,
Pariek Till,

wr
} G L*A‘- f" .’:'; O ' A

PER HALFPENNY POST.

wmd

20 JUNE 1902
MACHINE '3"

|I_'i

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL

STATIONERY ENVELOPE WITH

PRINTED-MATTER .. DOMESTIC
r USAGE/COMMERCIAL MAIL.

FRoM THE INDIA RuBBEr, BuTTa PeRcHA, & TeLEGRAPH WoRKS Co., LTb,, = s T e
108, CANNON ST., LONDON, E.C. =

- /%ﬁ



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

FIELD USAGE

MACHINES '4' & '5!'

31 JULY 1901
MACHINE "4°'

ONE PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY FOLDED-LETTER
FOR DOMESTIC USAGE ..
COMMERCIAL MAIL.

EDWARDIAN PERIOD .. TYPE 1
1901 - 1903

28 AUGUST 1901
MACHINE '5°'

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.

e |



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
FIELD USAGE

EDWARDIAN PERIOD -
DIES SERIES Il - CROWN TYPE 'A!

1901 - 1903

AS THE "TYPE 1' DIES BEGAN TO SHOW WEAR, EACH OF THE SIX
BICKERDIKE POSTMARKING MACHINES RECEIVED NEW AND SOMEWHAT
ALTERED OBLITERATOR DIES, WHICH NOW NO LONGER INDICATED

A MACHINE NUMBER. ALTHOUGH THE INITIALS "ER' REMAINED,

A DIFFERENT STYLE OF CROWN NOW APPEARED IN THE OBLlTERATOR
--. DESIGNATED HERE AS TYPES "A' THRU 'F'.

CROWN TYPE 'A': STRAIGHT-SIDED CROWN

THIS IS SIMILAR TO EDWARDIAN 'TYPE 1' CROWN BUT WITHOUT
THE MACHINE NUMBER INDICATED IN THE OBLITERATOR.

THEEuucmouALSupmxAss pofi] - 9

!

1 NOVEMBER 1901

42,"0LBDRNVI£;I0‘ Dmk o

v IS
PLEASE AN |
/F NOT DELIVERED %iﬁssoﬁ E é:_, H

24mm DIAMETER

DATER DIAL.

o e

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
FOR DOMESTIC PRINTED-
MATTER (COMMERCIAL)
MAIL.

<\¥A)‘/° " /%,/d/fxa) )
'\d./Q\JLJ ")(ﬁ/( /Q/C/Q/Q/Q

K‘Q"/()J\/v\/grm)u WCKK J

P T

et e
) ARELX
1o STAND

NLAND.
v %l
THE ADDRESS TO BE WR TEN'ON T8|s SID B W >

|
EIGN. B

Zhis Space, as well as the Back, may
10w be wused for Communication.

I (POST OFFICE REGULATION.)

g O\W - Bl

Gt s
7

8 JULY 1903

24mm DIAMETER DATER
DIAL.

SINCE THE FRANKING
WAS NOT AFFIXED PRIOR
TO MAILING, ONE PENCE
POSTAGE DUE WAS COL-
LECTED ... ONE-HALF
PENCE POSTAGE PLUS
ONE-HALF PENCE COL-
LECTION FEE.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...

EDWARDIAN PERIOD -

FIELD USAGE DIE SERIES 11 - CROWN TYPE 'B'

1904 - 1907

CROWN TYPE "B' .. ROUNDED CROWN WITHOUT CROSS

10 NOVEMBER 1904

24mm DIAMETER DATER
DIAL.

ONE-HALF PENCE

*PICTURESQUE ABBEYS.”

[Regd.] Postcard T197.

ART PUBLISHERS TO THEIR MAJESTIES THE KING & QUEEN

TUCK’ Oﬂbg%mDE

For PostaGg, 1y THE UNITED KINGDOM ONY, ’904 . (For AppRESs OnLy.)
THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR CORRESPONDENCES X o pear -

W ¥
I_‘ -
FRANKING COVERING =% =
DOMESTIC POST CARD O ~— — ﬁ
RATE. -] ~7 /A. M‘_
ot = o ;/ s e
p },_,\_ A ?MW‘M L
£ s B o 1
5 2 L 3
8 ~ Z
Printed irn l-,ymlmr/a} |
r )
e At T eesmces
| ND |
POST AR el 15 NOVEMBER 1905
a . e |
: ‘ iy s 22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL.

. For Inland Postage only, this ispace as well as
the back may now be used for Communication.

(Post Office Regulation.)
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OGRATHIZ SERIES.

(~ W fu-c,u/wu
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'téu_f;‘

‘1‘ C(mm ,L
(25
< Vv

ROTARY

/ st oA QW;Z f/‘/a % 7 ﬁd%’/j o
"o wes L
" RS e e ) Lokt gp

A ATk O

ML G e M7 /CJ/C 1‘7;,01//}.&@5&

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING
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BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
EDWARDIAN PERIOD -

FIELD USAGE DIE SERIES 11 - CROWN TYPE 'C'

1904 - 1907

CROWN TYPE 'C' .. SMALL CROWN WITH CROSS

1 _JUNE 1904 POST VQ@%%D ' ]
lz)l;r;‘lllj.DlAMETER DATER : : —JUN ! o EQ by

For INLAND PoOSTAGE ONLY THIS i T;IM ADD}(ESH&Y }[\7 3
ONE-HALF PENCE SPACE MAY BE USED FOR COMMUNICATION. I"goq_ \y{{l R C—— . :‘ _E:_; -
FRANKING COVERING
DOMESTIC POST CARD 7V e et et Aex ‘
RATE. * :
é’ ot W

W(/ ’ Jls e Ww

,//

TJensd

BT

2 JANUARY 1905

5 N
i N e B
Regulations \/ 0on% :
Thewts f 10 tigs, Y
Filisrs heo ol bau| 4 Wl [ig,
5',7“{.(/14‘;1 JM.E 9%’()
e 2

22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL.

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING
COVERING DOMESTIC POST
CARD RATE.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
EDWARDIAN PERIOD -
FIELD USAGE DIE SERIES 11 - CROWN TYPE 'D'
1904 - 1907

CROWN TYPE 'D' .. MID-SIZE TAPERED CROWN WITHOUT CROSS

17 MARCH 1904

ONE PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
FOR DOMESTIC
SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE MAIL.

/MM g/n’z“dm, bt 2 T D

—

TO8T

THE ADDRESS TO BE

6 FEBRUARY 1905

IN 1905, DATER DIAL
SIZE ALTERED FROM
25mm TO 22mm DIAMETER.

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD
RATE TO GERMANY.

%“W% |

ekl rgpectrili T



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ...
EDWARDIAN PERIOD -
FIELD USAGE DIE SERIES Il - CROWN TYPE 'E'
1904 - 1907

CROWN TYPE "E' .. WIDE CROWN WITHOUT CROSS

12 MAY 1905
22mm DIAMETER DATER 5
|

DIAL. | | PO ST

ONE-HALF PENCE [

FRANKING COVERING 1 = @ —— 3 : ; | e
DOMESTIC POST CARD ; /@ea- M . : NI .
RATE. |” For INLAKD Postage only this space may

: be used %:m;ication. | |

O plochd. Cheid % v Vil AiJo
e af g iad

Vit Yonte 2L G e, Al

S [Py A fend)

arles Martin, London,

23 JANUARY 1906

24mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL,

o 0d

1
THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FQR
CORRESPONDENCE IN GREAT BrIYAI
& IRELAND. 8UT NOT FOR FORE!

».w@m%.qué?@“ )'y:jo;q w‘7/= 4%
CEWE e o [ RS
me

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING
COVERING DOMESTIC POST
CARD RATE.

Series 518 A.

ondon E. C.

1
f

dt & Kray

wi



BICKERDIKE MACHINE ..

FIELD USAGE

EDWARDIAN PERIOD -

6 OCTOBER 1906

24mm DIAMETER DATER
DIAL.

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING
COVERING DOMESTIC POST
CARD RATE.

CROWN TYPE 'F’

DIE SERIES 11 - CROWN TYPE 'F'

1904 - 1907

-- WIDE 'DOME-SHAPED CROWN
WITHOUT CROSS - BOLD 'ER"

PRINTED 4 DESIGNED IN GREAT BRITAIN

HERALDIC BERIES.

/1
(l

THis SPACE, AS WELL AS THE Back, MAY 3
BE USED FOR INLAND Commc:\'lci'r\.v, 'E'O&
Post Carc RATE, AND FOR FOREIGN
AT LETTER RaTE.

cwW /vuv»: mny)

D

22 APRIL 1907
22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL.

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING
COVERING DOMESTIC PRINTED-
MATTER-RATE.



BOSTON MACHINE ... 1899 - 1900

LONDON SECOND TRIAL

SOON AFTER THE INITIAL "BICKERDIKE MACHINE TRIAL' WAS
DETERMINED TO BE SUCCESSFUL, THE BRITISH POST OFFICE
DECIDED TO EXTEND TESTING OF BOTH THE BOSTON &
BICKERDIKE POSTMARKING MACHINES BY LEASING SIX UNITS
OF EACH FOR AN INITIAL TWELVE MONTH PERIOD.

POSTMARK: 22mm DATER DIAL WITH FOUR-LINE (MACHINES
2' & '3' OR SIX-LINE (MACHINES "1', '4',
'S5' & "6') HORIZONTAL BARS SHAPED TO THE
DATER DIAL .. WITH FOUR DIGIT YEAR DATE
IN DATER AND MACHINE NUMBER IN CENTER OF
OBLITERATOR.

26 JUNE 1899
MACHINE '1"

ONE PENCE FRANKING
FOR SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL.

22 SEPTEMBER 1899

MACHINE '6'

ONE PENCE FRANKING (PERFIN
FOR SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
RATE FOR DOMESTIC (COM-
MERCIAL) MAIL.



BOSTON MACHINE

LONDON SECOND TRIAL

21 DECEMBER 1899:

ONE PENCE UPU POSTAL

STATIONERY CARD ..

COMMERCIAL MAIL .. TO
GERMANY .

SIZE: 88 x 139mm

MACHINE '3"

-. FOUR-LINE OBLITERATOR

1899 - 1900

» { .

Ty

v P 1
.

K

BN /3.0 T,

8 NOVEMBER 1899

ONE PENCE UPU POSTAL
STATIONERY CARD ..
COMMERCIAL MAIL ..
TO GERMANY.

SIZE: 82 x 130mm

NOTE THAT THE '3" IN
THE OBLITERATOR WAS
DEFECTIVE AND DIE NOT
GIVE AN IMPRESSION!



BOSTON MACHINE ...
LONDON SECOND TRIAL 1899 - 1900

MACHINES "1' THROUGH '6' EXAMPLES

NTIREN~




BOSTON MACHINE ... 13 SEPTEMBER 1899 -

LONDON SECOND TRIAL/FIELD USAGE DECEMBER 190k

IT 1S BELIEVED THAT "MACHINE 5' WAS OUTFITTED WITH
A SEVEN WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR IN SEPTEMBER 1899
FOR TRIALS. SUCH ASSUMPTION IS BASED ON THE FACT
THAT "MACHINE 5°' POSTMARKS WITH SIX HORIZONTAL
LINES ARE NOT FOUND FOR THE PERIOD INDICATED.

POSTMARK: 22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH YEAR
DATE "1899"' IN FULL WHEREAS SUBSEQUENT
YEARS ARE TWO-DIGIT... WITH SEVEN WAVY-

LINE OBLITERATOR WITHOUT INDICATION OF
MACHINE NUMBER.

10 JUNE 1901

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
PRINTED-MATTER RATE.

BACKSTAMP: |
"SALISBURY, 1:15 AM,
JUNE 11 .. 1901"

POST QB
(For INL .‘@LSE oNL,
. o q C
This Space as well as thc back may no Y
used for communication
(Post Office Regulation) O 4_ / - st ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
O,Z /' 7 = POSTAL CARD RATE.
¢ 25 Arfde7 % oy Z‘ :
% 22

V.- #ﬂd.ﬂz’“
Q(/zr 4 ;éis;?a;J
(//e%{&z /;wy L LU ealoxze 2

: 2 &
Gz Fle | o 7o J"ZZ/ o
Hmeleray OF..p27 o

19 OCTOBER 1904




BOSTON MACHINE ... ——
FIELD USAGE

IN EARLY 1900, THE POST OFFICE AUTHORITIES DECIDED THAT THE HERETOFORE
BOSTON MACHINES (EIGHT MACHINES) ON TRIAL AT LONDON & LIVERPOOL BEING
LEASED WOULD BE PURCHASED AND REMAIN, AS REQUIRED, IN FIELD OPERATION.

WITH THE ADVENT OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, THE DATER DIALS WERE ALTERED
INITIALLY TO TWO-DIGIT YEAR DATES. HORIZONTAL OBLITERATORS WOULD NOW
BE USED .. WITH AND WITHOUT INDICATION OF MACHINE NUMBERS.

9 APRIL 1900

MACHINE '2"

2

/ / ll-/f{‘ /éﬁ/u,/ |

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
PRINTED-MATTER RATE.

ARRIVAL BACKSTAMP:

"SALISBURY, 2:45 AM,
APRIL 10.. 1900"

\4L~&44&N3 v? g\vwva*wwv;&4&zzz;«b ==
(D ; MACHINE '"3°*
ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT DOMESTIC
LETTER-RATE

/ FM T .
5 et ARRIVAL BACKSTAMP:
NV

"CHELMSFORD, 12:15 AM,
APRIL 13 .. 1900"

1 JULY 1901

MACHINE '4"

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
PRINTED-MATTER RATE.

ARRIVAL BACKSTAMP: e S
\//7(72//%' = ”/(i 'R*:;(?ﬁ&;izé,%;,//

"SALISBURY, 1:15 AM,
JULY 2 .. 1901"

=

= //aféj,//Z/ ///
S



BOSTON MACHINE ...
LIVERPOOL TRIAL & USAGE IS 2 S

DURING THE 1899 SECOND TRIAL AT LONDON, THE BRITISH POST
OFFICE DECIDED TO EXPAND TRIALS TO THE CITY OF LIVERPOOL
AND, ACCORDINGLY, TWO ADDITIONAL BOSTON MACHINES WERE
LEASED FOR TRIAL THERE. THOSE MACHINES CARRIED MACHINE
NUMBERS '3' & "4', SINCE NUMBERS '1' & '2' HAD ALREADY
BEEN ALLOCATED TO THE BICKERDIKE MACHINES ALSO BEING
TESTED CONCURRENTLY AT LIVERPOOL.

]

POSTMARK: 22mm DATER DIAL WITH TWO-DIGIT YEAR DATE AND
SEVEN WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR WITH MACHINE
NUMBERS '3' (INVERTED) AND '4' IN CENTER.

14 FEBRUARY 1902 ﬂwFRom THE LIVERPOOL (AS.

/{§Z:F3fb
= T EBe

MACHINE '3' ..
NUMBER INVERTED.

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL 4
STATIONERY ENVELOPE FOR i
SINGLE-WEIGHT PRINTED-MATTER !
DOMESTIC (COMMERCIAL) MAIL.

5 JULY 1901

MACHINE '"4",

ONE PENCE FRANKING FOR
» SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
5, B 4 DOMESTIC (COMMERCIAL)

MAIL.
FAL y K N
; 7.7
Glor o e S
Vs sl 2 A dint & p
N % J | y
O~cA— Lot~ 4 //
€ o /‘—\___r ‘]’ e
(/’f e 2 6 s (;



BOSTON MACHINE ...
LIVERPOOL TRIAL & USAGE

1900 - 1903

OVERSEAS MAIL - USAGE

3 JUNE 1901
MACHINE "4".

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD
FOR OVERSEAS DESTINATION
USAGE .. TO THE UNITED
STATES .. COMMERCIAL
MAIL.

19 OCTOBER 1903...

GERMAN-ORIGIN VIEW CARD .
POSTMARKED 'PIRNA, ]
16 OCTOBER 1903" TO
LIVERPOOL BUT REDIRECTED -
AFTER RECEIPT AND

ATTEMPTED DELIVERY.

BOSTON MACHINE POSTMARK
APPLIED UPON BEING
RECEIVED FROM GERMAN
MAIL.




BOSTON MACHINE

FIELD USAGE

1905 - 1906

FROM 1905, THE POST OFFICE DECIDED TO USE A 'STANDARD' OBLITERATOR
FOR THE BOSTON MACHINES, WHICH WAS USED FOR ALL SIX LONDON MACHINES.

POSTMARK: 22mm DATER DIAL WITH FOUR-DIGIT YEAR DATE AND SIX BLOCK
HORIZONTAL BARS HAVING THE MACHINE NUMBER IN THE CENTER.

MACHINES '1' & '2'

22 JUNE 1906

MACHINE "1°

" my'tu*r,

Wit

dun here,

o5
g=15P

THE ADDRESS TO BE W ITE?}L\QBI HISTSIDE ™

4 JULY 1905

MACHINE "2"



BOSTON MACHINE ...
FIELD USAGE

1905 - 1906

MACHINES '3' & '4°'

4 OCTOBER 1905

MACHINE 3"

24 MARCH 1905
MACHINE '4°'




BOSTON MACHINE ...
FIELD USAGE

1905 - 1906

MACHINES '5' & '6"

24 MARCH 1905
MACHINE '5"

e Y O ARD. |
g oy MAY BE USED f‘.'(fﬁ ' N m L ’ A

For corresponpence # () (40X
FOR INLAND USE ONLY, :

3

HILDESAEIMER & GC , LTD, LONDON & MANCHZSTER.

SURREY VIEWS. Series No. 5401,

10 JUNE 1906

MACHINE '6'

s
%%Qé}i> 2
L3

-

%7“
%\

(2

3
%



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE ...
27 AUGUST 1902 -

SECOND TRIAL 6 APRIL 1903

IN 1902, THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SUPPLY COMPANY OF
NEW YORK APPROACHED THE BRITISH POST OFFICE FOR TRIAL
OF THEIR "HEY-DOLPHIN FLIER' POSTMARKING MACHINE.

A TRIAL WAS HELD ABOUT EIGHT MONTHS IN DURATION.
BECAUSE OF THE HIGH VOLUME OF MISSED POSTMARKS AND
FOR COST REASONS, THE MACHINE WAS NOT ACCEPTED.

POSTMARK: 20mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH SEVEN WAVY-
LINE OBLITERATOR HAVING "1" AND 'C" AT
THE LEFT-SIDE.

29 AUGUST 1902 POS mi\ C Pfi{ Etl

ONE-HALF PENCE FRANKING ; 7 AUG 2O
COVERING THE DOMESTIC T iE AJDRESS 70| BE JWR. rTmeE ki

POST CARD RATE. s
790% —C T e

........... W HCC Y ik Hong,

495

22 JANUARY 1903

ONE PENCE FRANKING

LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.

COVERING THE SINGLE-WEIGHT ~—



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE ...

SECOND

TRIAL

27 AUGUST 1902 -
6 APRIL 1903

28 OCTOBER 1902

POSTMARK WITHOUT TIME
ELEMENT! ONLY USED FOR
PRINTED-MATTER MAIL.

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC-MAIL
PRINTED-MATTER RATE.



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE ...

27 AUGUST 1902 -
SECOND TRIAL

6 APRIL 1903

THE "HEY-DOLPHIN FLIER' POSTMARKING MACHINE WAS
ALSO TRIED FOR APPLICATION OF POSTPAID MARKINGS
ON BULK MAILINGS.

POSTMARK: 20mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL IN ORANGE-RED
INK INDICATING "LONDON-PAID".

24 MARCH 1903

POSTPAID BULK-MAIL MARKING ON A
DOMESTIC COVER.



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE ...
11 NOVEMBER - 1 DECEMBER 1911
THIRD TRIAL

IN 1911, AN IMPROVED "HEY-DOLPHIN FLIER' POSTMARKING
MACHINE WAS SUBMITTED FOR A NEW TRIAL. ALTHOUGH
THE MACHINE PERFORMED VERY WELL, ITS COST WAS FOUND
TO BE PROHIBITIVE.

POSTMARK: 20mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH SEVEN WAVY-
LINE OBLITERATOR HAVING "I' AND 'D' AT
THE LEFT-SIDE.

16 NOVEMBER 1911

ONE PENCE FOREIGN-DESTINATION POSTAL CARD
.-« TO HOLLAND.
ONLY RECORDED FOREIGN-DESTINATION USAGE!

RECEIVAL POSTMARK: "MIDDELBURG, 17 NOVEMBER
1911, 6-7 (AM)'




COLUMBIA MACHINE ... 16 ROVEMEER 1501

TRIAL 26 FEBRUARY 1902

ALTHOUGH SOMEWHAT OVERSHADOWED BY THE '"BICKERDIKE' &
"BOSTON' MACHINES, THE "COLUMBIA', A SINGLE-IMPRESSION
POSTMARKING MACHINE, WAS INTRODUCED IN 1901 AND TESTED
BETWEEN 1901-1902. THE POST OFFICE DETERMINED IT TO BE
EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE AND JUSTIFIABLE IN PRICE.

ACCORDINGLY, TWELVE MACHINES WERE SUBSEQUENTLY PURCHASED
FROM THE COLUMBIA POSTAL SUPPLY COMPANY OF SILVER CREEK,
NEW YORK. THOSE INITIAL MACHINES WERE ONLY THE FIRST
OF MANY TO BE SUPPLIED ... AND WHICH APPLIED A WIDE
VARIETY OF POSTMARK & OBLITERATOR TYPES AND STYLES.

TRIAL POSTMARK: 22mm OPEN DATER DIAL WITH "LONDON E.C.'
AT THE TOP ALONG WITH A SEVEN-LINE

OBLITERATOR.

22 NOVEMBER 1901 POST CARD 'CARTE POSTALE

2ok o
EARLIEST RECORDED UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION Eei8¥)” o poSTALE INNERSE
FORE | GN-DEST INAT 10N . o s B
. GREAT BRI'II{&N & IR

3 H

ONE PENNY UPU POSTAL TR SIDE S R NDOGE R

CARD FOR OVERSEAS 4 p b g
DESTINATION MAIL. : ‘

ARRIVAL POSTMARK:

"T IMMENRODA

23 NOVEMBER 1901,
8-12 PM"
GERMANY

Q\\OQN.&
~ JtC30 @

430 2

30 DECEMBER 1901

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.

BACKSTAMP:
"LONDON W.C., 6 PM,
DECEMBER 30"



COLUMBIA MACHINE 3 MARCH 1902 - ...

SOON AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE COLUMBIA MACHINE
TRIAL, ADDITIONAL MACHINES WERE PURCHASED FOR
VARIOUS LONDON POST OFFICES. IN ADDITION, THE
HERETOFORE "TRIAL POSTMARK' CONTINUED TO BE USED
AT THE "LONDON E.C." POST OFFICE EXCEPT THAT THE
DATER DIAL NOW HAD A CLOSED DIAL.

POSTMARK: 22mm CLOSED DATER DIAL WITH INDICATION
OF THE POST OFFICE BRANCH (HERE "LONDON
E.C." & "LONDON M.P.") AT THE TOP ALONG
WITH A SEVEN HORIZONTAL-LINE OBLITERATOR.

11 _AUGUST 1902

ONE PENCE DOMESTIC POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE ALONG
WITH ONE & ONE-HALF PENCE
FRANKING = 2-1/2 PENCE...
LETTER-RATE TO GERMANY.

BACKSTAMP: "HANNOVER,
13. AUGUST 1902'

13 MAY 1903

ONE PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE FOR
DOMESTIC MAIL. }

'"LONDON M.P." =
LONDON MOUNT PLEASANT
POST OFFICE.

RECORDED USAGE AT
MOUNT PLEASANT ...
5 MAY - 20 MAY 1903!




COLUMBIA MACHINE ... CIRCULAR-DATER DIALS ... 1903-1905

FIELD-USAGE

15 APRIL 1903

POSTMARK :

22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL
WITH THREE GROUPS OF

SIX WAVY-LINES BETWEEN
TWO VERTICAL DOUBLE-BAR
LINES.

ONE PENCE UPU EDWARDIAN
POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
TO SWITZERLAND...
COMMERCIAL MAIL.

9 JANUARY 1904

POSTMARK :

23mm DIAMETER
DATER DIAL WITH
A SEVEN-LINE
OBLITERATOR.

TWO & ONE-HALF
PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE
(COMMERCIAL MAIL)
TO SWITZERLAND.




COLUMBIA MACHINE ...
FIELD-USAGE

CIRCULAR-DATER DIALS ... 1903-1905

22 OCTOBER 1903

HTX
L)

POSTMARK :

22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH
SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR WITH
INDICATION OF POST OFFICE
LOCATION .. "WC'.

R e e

ONE-HALF PENCE PRINTED-MATTER i
RATE TO GERMANY. o

8 SEPTEMBER 1905

POSTMARK :

24mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL WITH
SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR WITHOUT
INDICATION OF POST OFFICE
LOCATION.

FRANKED TWO & ONE-HALF PENCE
SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TO
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

12 DECEMBER 1905

POSTMARK :
22mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL
WITH SIX-LINE OBLITERATOR.

TWO & ONE-HALF PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE COVERING
SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE TG
GERMANY .



COLUMBIA MACHINE ...
FIELD-USAGE RECTANGULAR-DATER .. FROM 1904

IN EARLY 1904 A NEW RECTANGULAR DATER WAS INTRODUCED
WITH NEW COLUMBIA MACHINES PURCHASED.

POSTMARK: RECTANGULAR-DATER WITH TOP & BOTTOM BARS
AND SIX-LINE OBLITERATOR WITH OR WITHOUT
MACHINE NUMBER.

13 SEPTEMBER 1904

PO SR ATR T

ONE PENCE POSTAL CARD

erirli3 P e
EATE 10, GERMANY, This space may be used Tor-communic tTﬁ\\h}‘| > THE /my\’ TO BE WRITTEN -8
ARRIVAL HANDSTAMP: [ for Inland Postage only, NOT ':“"‘)i?'h g Wa R -
'COTHEN, 15. SEPTEMBER B _ | —
1904 " .

1 MAY 1905

ONE-HALF PENCE DOMESTIC
PRINTED-MATTER RATE.

REDIRECTED MAIL WITH
TRANSIT AND ARRIVAL HAND-
STAMPS. ..

'1:45 PM MAY 2 .. BARRY..'

'6:15 PM MAY 2 .. BERGAVEN..'
'9:15 PM MAY 2 .. NEWPORT..'

29 JUNE 1905

TWO & ONE-HALF PENCE
(MIXED FRANKING) COVERING
SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
TO THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. PERFIN FRANKING!



COLUMBIA MACHINE ...
FIELD-USAGE RECTANGULAR-DATER .. FROM 1905

IN MID-DECEMBER 1905 THE HERETOFORE RECTANGULAR-DATER
HAVING TOP & BOTTOM BARS WAS ALTERED .. ELIMINATING
THE LATTER.  EARLY USAGE INDICATED THE MACHINE NUMBER
WHILE LATER USAGE ELIMINATED THE NUMBER.

OVERSEAS DESTINATION .. BELGIUM

15 DECEMBER 1905

SECOND DAY OF USAGE!

NOTE: MACHINE NUMBER '21°'
IN OBLITERATOR.. INCOMPLETE.

ONE-HALF PENCE (BUSINESS MAIL)
POSTCARD RATE TO BELGIUM.

ARRIVAL HANDSTAMP:
"ANVERS ARRIVEE, 16 DECEMBER 1905'

18 SEPTEMBER 1906

ONE-HALF PENCE NEWSPAPER
WRAPPER ('BOOK POST') TO
BELGIUM.




COLUMBIA MACHINE ...

FIELD-USAGE RECTANGULAR-DATER .. FROM 1905 ..

OVERSEAS DESTINATI

IN MID-DECEMBER 1905 THE HERETOFORE RECTANGULAR-DATER
HAVING TOP & BOTTOM BARS WAS ALTERED .. ELIMINATING
THE LATTER. EARLY USAGE INDICATED THE MACHINE NUMBER

IN THE OBLITERATOR WHILE LATER USAGE ELIMINATED THE
NUMBER.

ON .. GERMANY

8 APRIL 1907

ONE-PENNY UPU POSTCARD
STATIONERY FOR OVERSEAS

MAIL.

ARRIVAL HANDSTAMP:
"BAD NAUHEIM, 9 APRIL
1907"

5 NOVEMBER 1907

TWO AND ONE-PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE COVERING
THE SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
RATE TO EUROPE.



COLUMBIA MACHINE

"LONDON W.C.
PAID 1d
APRIL 12, 1906°'

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.

NOTE: NO DISCOUNT FOR
BULK MAILING &

BLOCK-STYLE
DATER. .!

POSTAGE PAID "EARLY METER' POSTMARK

ONE OR MORE COLUMBIA MACHINES WERE UTILIZED TO APPLY
'"PREPAID' POSTMARKS TO UNFRANKED BULK MAIL
USING ORANGE-RED INK AND VARIOUS STYLES OF DATERS

AND OBLITERATORS.

THESE EARLY MARKINGS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FORERUNNERS
OF 'METER' MACHINES, ALBEIT APPLICATION BY THE POST
OFFICE AND NOT THE MAILER.

eee

= TR T R

SR ————C

- Noy 185 s \
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"LONDON W.C.

1d

PAID

JANUARY 13, 1906

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE.

NOTE: 24mm DIAMETER
DATER DIAL.



COLUMBIA MACHINE ...

FIELD-USAGE NON-LONDON MACHINE USAGE

WHEREAS THE PEARSON HILL PARALLEL-MOTION MACHINE WAS IN
WIDE USAGE OUTSIDE OF THE LONDON POSTAL DISTRICT UNTIL
CIRCA 1900, WITH THE PURCHASE OF MANY COLUMBIA MACHINES
BY THE BRITISH POST OFFICE MANY MACHINES WERE ALLOCATED
TO VARIOUS LARGER CITIES.

20 APRIL 1909

BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND, TO
BERLIN, GERMANY.

ONE PENNY UPU POSTCARD
RATE TO OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS.

POST. CARD

@g CARTE POSTALE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

s& &
[’.‘Q HMON POSTAEE UNTYERCSELLL
GREAT BRI'I‘%IN I§M IR et

APL 20 202

ar

L2 /8rs, The wAtlgsugo,
Schlesische Strasce, 20,

Berlin.

Gemany P’

ARJETA POSTAL
UWE?MMH.ENIVERSAF

8 JANUARY 1910

PAQUE--BOAT MAIL..
SPANISH-FRANKED BOAT MAIL
WITH POSTMARK 'PLYMOUTH,
ENGLAND"'..!




COLUMBIA MACHINE

1906 - 1909

'CHRISTMAS POSTMARK' ('Xmas"')

A COLUMBIA MACHINE WAS
ALLOCATED TO THE MANCHESTER
POST OFFICE WHERE, BETWEEN
THE YEARS 1906-1909 IN
ADVANCE OF THE CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY, IT APPLIED A UNIQUE
CHRISTMAS POSTMARK.

POSTMARK: LARGE "X"MAS,
MANCHESTER
INDICATOR .. YEAR
& DATE AS WELL AS
A SIX-LINE
OBLITERATOR.

1909 = LAST YEAR
OF USAGE

FRANKING: ONE-HALF PENCE
POSTCARD RATE OR
FOR PRINTED-MATTER |
FOR DOMESTIC USAGE

#3

Mo T (¥ .
(L Ptk Farm (4
g

h. W,



COLUMBIA MACHINE ...

FIELD-USAGE

RECEIVAL POSTMARKS

COLUMBIA MACHINES WERE ALSO UTILIZED TO APPLY RECEIVAL
POSTMARKS TO INBOUND MAIL FROM DOMESTIC AND OVERSEAS

ORIGIN-LOCATIONS.
(¥ 3 R T e
s AT »’ e 7
Nes : g v
T
F A=
i < N S W, '5,53‘" 3
- >
- 1 g
1“ AN |
o | -
# <l B y. . %
i : i %
CRE
& - / * ,'wl 3 4
& ¥ Rk After 5 days, return to
Y
/ 4 ’) LY s 4 ﬁ-;r/m/—f” 4
! o LANCASTER, PA.
/
: »
28 FEBRUARY 1905
24mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL
INBOUND MAIL FROM THE 6(-’
UNTIED STATES OF AMERICA. “‘j}} ¢
e -
W | ,','
/ PRSPPI 1 JUNE 1905
e 8 G e A RECTANGULAR-DATER WITH TOP &
Wa b VDONW BOTTOM BARS.
T 5 DOMESTIC LONDON-DISTRICT MAIL.
s JUNs U0 -
; i1 —-PM '
- PR i s
\ PALDINGTON N
145 — Al NEBT
JUN 1 "G5
i ‘7404:\-9 29
The Clarges Szt Gavsge , Lial.,
26 a Clarges Stat,
PA}:,md;zQ:! .
Ww.
~
. $AD

-



COLUMBIA MACHINE 13 JULY 1909 -

1 MARCH 1910

CONT INUOUS- IMPRESSION MACHINE TRIAL

IN AN EFFORT TO COMPETE WITH THE HERETOFORE 'KRAG' MACHINE,
THE COLUMBIA POSTAL SUPPLY COMPANY OF SILVER CREEK, NEW
YORK, SUBMITTED A NEW TYPE OF 'COLUMBIA' MACHINE HHICH
APPLIED CONTINUOUS POSTMARK IMPRESSIONS, SIMILAR TO THOSE
OF THE "KRAG' MACHINE.

THE TRIAL, WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE LONDON MOUNT PLEASANT
POST OFFICE, WAS RELATIVELY SHORT-LIVED AND NOT SUCCESSFUL.

POSTMARK: NO ROUND DATER DIAL BUT '"LONDON', TIME & DATE
INDICATED BETWEEN A THREE-LINE OBLITERATOR.

M.n
I

N\CTER OO ADDID
DON 1 OU3T CARD.
16 AUGUST 1909 e Do
S = AUG 16-09
ONE-HALF PENCE RATE FOR INLAND POSTAGE THIS SPACE, AS WELL THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE
.. DOMESTIC POST CARD. & §~_~ v A’ffTH COMMUNICATION. R

—

[\
B < POST CARD:

I7ns space may be used for correspondence “Tha address to be written here

-E' _‘_3 *(Wofﬁ?%latwn) ;OW ONE-HALF PENCE POST CARD

e Ee,sf_g -—EQ e FRANKING WITH 'F' PERFIN!
5, B : s
a?‘ g-&% 1 j

9 NOVEMBER 1909




KRAG MACHINE ...
TRIAL 18, 19 & 24 May 1905

IN 1905, THE NORWEGIAN COMPANY, KRAG-MASKINFABRIK A/S,
OFFERED OFFERED THE BRITISH POST OFFICE THE WORLD'S
FIRST CONTINUOUS-POSTMARK- IMPRESS ION MACHINE, WHICH
WAS SUBSEQUENTLY TESTED A SHORT-PERIOD DURING THREE
DAYS IN MAY... AT THE LONDON W.C. DISTRICT POST OFFICE.

ALTHOUGH NOT AS RAPID AS THE 'COLUMBIA® MACHINE, THEN
IN WIDE FIELD USE, THE "KRAG' MACHINE WAS QUIETER.
THE INITIAL TEST WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL, ALBEIT THE
MANUFACTURER WAS GIVEN ANOTHER TEST OPPORTUNITY

THE FOLLOWING YEAR USING A FASTER MACHINE.

POSTMARK:  25mm DIAMETER DOUBLE-CIRCLE DIAL WITH
BRIDGE, INDICATION OF "LONDON W.C.'
AND A SEVEN HORIZONTAL-BAR OBLITERATOR
BETWEEN 54mm DIAL SPACING.

18 MAY 1905

FIRST DAY OF TRIAL USAGE AT THE
LONDON W.C. DISTRICT POST OFFICE.

EARLIEST RECORDED DATE. ONE OF
LESS THAN FIVE EXAMPLES KNOWN!

ONE PENCE FRANKING (PERFIN) ...
PROBABLY SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-
RATE FOR DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
MAIL.



KRAG MACHINE ...
SECOND & THIRD TRIALS 1906 - 1907

BETWEEN 1906 & 1907 TWO SUBSEQUENT TRIALS WERE HELD
AT THE "LONDON E.C." POST OFFICE USING ELECTRICALLY
OPERATED FASTER-DESIGN "KRAG' POSTMARKING MACHINES

THAN THE TYPE USED IN THE 1905-TRIAL.

POSTMARK: 20.5mm OR 22.5mm DIAMETER DATER DIAL
INDICATING "LONDON E.C.' ALONG WITH
A SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR SHAPED TO
THE DIALS AT 55mm DIAL SPACING.

4 MARCH 1907

ONE PENCE SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL .. HERE COMMERCIAL
USAGE.

14 MARCH 1907

TWO & ONE-HALF PENCE
LETTER-RATE (COMMERCIAL
MAIL-USAGE) TO GERMANY.




KRAG MACHINE ...
FIELD-USAGE

1907 ...

IN 1907, THE POST OFFICE ISSUED ORDERS THAT NEW MACHINES
WOULD BE FITTED WITH RECTANGULAR-STYLE DATERS SIMILAR
TO THOSE USED ON THE COLUMBIA MACHINES IN-SERVICE.

POSTMARK: RECTANGULAR-DATER BETWEEN 49mm LENGTH
SIX-LINE OBLITERATOR .. CONTINUOUS IMPRESSION.

2 JUNE 1908

TWO & ONE-HALF
PENCE POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
FOR THE SINGLE-
WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
(COMMERCIAL MAIL)
TO GERMANY.

24 MAY 1910:

ONE-HALF PENCE
DOMESTIC POSTCARD-
RATE.

ROTARY PHOTOGRAPHIC




KRAG MACHINE ...
FIELD-USAGE 1907 ...

IN 1907, THE POST OFFICE ISSUED ORDERS THAT NEW MACHINES
WOULD BE FITTED WITH RECTANGULAR-STYLE DATERS SIMILAR
TO THOSE USED WITH THE COLUMBIA MACHINE.

POSTMARK: RECTANGULAR-DATER BETWEEN 49mm LENGTH
SIX-LINE OBLITERATOR .. CONTINUOUS IMPRESSION..

OVERSEAS DESTINATION .. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

23 APRIL 1912

'BY GERMAN PACKET
VIA SOUTHAMPTON'®

ONE PENNY SINGLE-WEIGHT
LETTER-RATE ...
PERFIN FRANKING/
COMMERCIAL MAIL ...

'THE TEHUANTEPEC
NATIONAL RAILWAY CO.'

LOwuunr.a : WNUUN ©2
5. 30 M g " 5. 30PM
JUN 2413 : T JUN 24 1S

24 JUNE 1913

ONE PENNY POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPE
COVERING ONE PENNY
SINGLE-WEIGHT LETTER-RATE
TO THE UNITED STATES ..
COMMERCIAL MAIL.



SYLBE MACHINE ...
TRIAL USAGE 1907 - 1908

DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY THE GERMAN COMPANY ,
SYLBE & PONDORF OF SCHMOLLN, GERMANY, AND
INTRODUCED THERE IN 1907, THE 'SYLBE' WAS A

RAPID CONTINUOUS- IMPRESSION POSTMARKING MACHINE
CAPABLE OF ADJUSTMENT TO PERMIT SINGLE-IMPRESSION
USAGE WHICH COULD POSTMARK 30-40% MORE MAIL

THAN THE "KRAG' MACHINE, WHICH WAS SIMILARLY
BEING TESTED BY THE LONDON POST OFFICE.

ALTHOUGH IT WAS TRIED FOR OVER A YEAR BETWEEN
1907-1908, IT WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL IN ENGLAND,
ALTHOUGH IT BECAME WIDELY USED IN GERMANY FOR
MANY YEARS.

POSTMARK: RECTANGULAR-DATER BETWEEN SIX-LINE
OBLITERATOR WITH 9" INDICATED
BELOW "LONDON E.C." IN DATER.

W CARD.

THE ADgREéT] Ny T
AU 8. Ud

yifé' “rzqﬂz o

18 AUGUST 1908

ONE-HALF PENCE POSTCARD RATE FOR DOMESTIC
MAIL.

RECEIVAL MARKING:

"HIGHBURY S.0.,
AUGUST 18, 1908, 11 AM'



UNIVERSAL MACHINE ...
TRIAL USAGE 1910/1911 - 1933+

DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED BY THE UNIVERSAL

MACHINE COMPANY OF NEW YORK BASED ON THE
"HEY-DOLPHIN" (USA) AND THE 'KRAG' (NORWAY)
PATENTS. THE UNIVERSAL "TYPE D' MACHINE

WAS SUPPLIED TO THE LONDON POST OFFICE

IN DECEMBER, 1910, FOR TRIALS IN 1911 WITH
SUBSEQUENT WIDESPREAD USAGE RESULTING THEREAFTER.

POSTMARK: (FIRST)
22mm DATER DIAL (CODE 'C') WITH A
SEVEN WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR.

3 AUGUST 1911

LETTER/COVER POSTMARKED
"LONDON S.W. C' SENT
TO FREIBURG, GERMANY'

FOUR-PENCE LETTER-RATE
TO EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS.

Chid” T s .""; v
o ek ON™ . 11_AUGUST 1911
s &% 1 P |‘
€ ACG 1) 2 : ; RECEIVAL MARKING APPLIED
2 pM D Tow BY A UNIVERSAL MACHINE

DURING THE TRIAL PERIOD
ON A DOMESTIC LETTER/
COVER.

1911



WILKINSON MACHINE TRIAL... 25 JANUARY - 31 AUGUST 1912

POSTAGE PAID "EARLY METER' POSTMARK

BETWEEN 1909 - 1926, MR. F. WILKINSON OF BRAINTREE, ENGLAND,
ATTEMPTED TO SELL THE BRITISH POST OFFICE HIS 'STAMPLESS
POST MACHINE', WHICH WAS INFACT A SELF-POSTMARKING, COIN-
OPERATED DEVICE...

THE MAILER INSERTED A PENCE-COIN AND HIS/HER LETTER/
COVER INTO THE MACHINE. A HANDLE WAS TURNED TWICE
WHEREUPON A POSTAGE PAID STAMP-MARKING WAS APPLIED

TO THE COVER, WHICH WAS RETAINED IN THE MACHINE. A
POSTAL CLERK WOULD RETRIEVE THE MAIL AT DAILY INTERVALS
AND APPLY A TIME-DATED HANDSTAMP.

THE ONLY FORMAL TRIAL FOR THE MACHINE TOOK PLACE BETWEEN
25 JANUARY - 31 AUGUST 1912 AT THE LONDON E.C. POST OFFICE.
HOWEVER, THE MACHINE WAS NOT ADOPTED BY THE POST OFFICE,
ALBEIT THIS TRIAL COULD BE CONSIDERED A FORERUNNER FOR
LATER POSTAGE METER MACHINES AND RELATED TRIALS.

25 JANUARY 1912

FIRST DAY OF USAGE...
ONE OF 1060 COVERS PROCESSED
ON THAT DAY.

A BLACK-INKED COLORED TIME-DATED
HANDSTAMP WAS ONLY USED ON THE
FIRST DAY. THE POSTAGE-PAID
MARKING WAS ALWAYS RED, VIOLET OR
PURPLE IN COLOR.

NOTE: THIS PARTICULAR COVER WAS

THE FIRST COVER OFFICIALLY MAILED ...
BY THE POSTMASTER OF THE LONDON

E.C. POST OFFICE TO HIS SON ..

AS VERIFIED BY THE ENCLOSURE.



WILKINSON MACHINE

ENCLOSURE DATED 25 JANUARY 1912 FROM THE POSTMASTER
OF THE LONDON E.C. POST OFFICE MAILED TO HIS SON

IN THE FIRST OFFICIALLY PROCESSED MAIL FROM THE
TRIAL "WILKINSON'... "PENNY-IN-THE-SLOT® MACHINE.

(et Ofpeee
25 F yarvarg'iz,
Preas Sornley,
NAe glornp on che
Cnoelopa Lo one of At frorse

b e Lacwad, His Lo Che



WILKINSON MACHINE TRIAL... 25 JANUARY - 31 AUGUST 1912

POSTAGE PAID 'EARLY METER' POSTMARK

AFTER THE 25 JANUARY 1912 FIRST-DAY-OF-USAGE, ALL SUBSEQUENT
TIME-DATED HANDSTAMPS WERE ORANGE-RED IN COLOR.

13 MARCH 1912

COMMERCIAL MAIL/
ADVERTISING COVER ..
DOMESTIC USAGE.

BACKSTAMP :
'ROTHERH.. 13 MARCH
1912

s ¥

9 MAY 1912
COMMERCIAL MAIL COVER.

posméﬁ PAID
BACKSTAMP :
: i ; ' "RICKMANSWORTH, 9 MAY 1912°
S0 : §
&_ R FOSTER ;
sayferd,
.‘Nighi’ings.le Road,
R‘ick.ma.nsworth, ‘
Herts,



WILKINSON MACHINE TRIAL... 15 JANUARY - 31 AUGUST 1912

POSTAGE PAID 'EARLY METER' POSTMARK

ON 31 AUGUST 1912, THE TRIAL OF THE "WILKINSON'
OR "PENNY IN THE SLOT" MACHINE CEASED. LESS THAN
AN ESTIMATED 6000 COVERS IN TOTAL WERE PROCESSED
THROUGH THE MACHINE. RELATIVELY FEW COVERS HAVE
SURVIVED. N

31 AUGUST 1912

LAST-DAY-OF-USAGE COVER!

WITH THE END OF THE WILKINSON
MACHINE TRIAL, THE "CLASSICAL'®
PERIOD OF BRITISH MACHINE
POSTMARKING MACHINE TRIALS
CAME TO AN END.



